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19 July 2019 

 
Dear parents and guardians, 

 

We write to provide you with an update about our application to join Vantage Multi 

Academy Trust (also known as SS Simon and Jude CE Multi Academy Trust). 

 

On 4th July we received approval from the Department for Education for St Hilda’s to 
become an academy school. This is the first significant step towards conversion. It 

means the government have accepted our proposal to convert to an academy school 
and that Trafford Council have been notified formally of our intention to convert. 

 
We will now be working with Vantage Multi Academy Trust to agree the necessary 
Funding Agreements and Articles of Association. Much pre-planning and preparation 
work has already taken place and we hope that the next stage of the conversion 
process moves swiftly. Our aim is to be fully part of Vantage Multi Academy Trust by 
the end of 2019. 

 
Over the last few months the Governing Body and Senior Leadership Team have 
undertaken a lengthy process of due diligence with Vantage Multi Academy Trust 

and consulted with staff, parents and other appropriate third parties. The school was 
fully audited by national school leaders in February and members of the Governing 
Body and Senior Leadership Team visited the schools that are already part of 

Vantage Trust. 
 

A number of important points were raised, which were investigated and discussed in 
detail as part of due diligence consultations. Points raised included: concerns about 
loss of local control and identity; a loss of connection with St Hilda’s Church; a 

reduced number of Foundation Governors on the Board of Governors; Vantage 
Trust’s long-term business model; pay and conditions for staff; and questions about 

the International Primary Curriculum. 
 

Following extended conversations and investigations on these points, the Governing 
Body and Senior Leadership Team are satisfied there is no cause for concern here 
and that these points have been addressed appropriately and incorporated into our 
plans. We remain convinced that the long-term position of our school is stronger and 
more secure if we are part of the Vantage Multi-Academy Trust. 
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Over the summer we will continue to work with Vantage Trust, Trafford Council and 
the Department for Education on the conversion process. We remain open and 
transparent about this process, and we are happy to continue to take questions from 
anyone who wishes to discuss any further points. 

 
Lastly, The Governing Body and Senior Leadership Team would like to thank 
everyone who has contributed to this process. It is a significant undertaking, 
involving many hours of paperwork and management, as well as important outreach 
with parents, guardians, staff and pupils. 

 
We wish you all a happy summer holiday. 

Yours faithfully, 

The Governing Body and Senior Leadership Team 

 
 
 
 

Further reading: 

 
http://www.vantageacademies.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.gov.uk/search/all?keywords=academies&order=relevance 
 

https://fieldworkeducation.com/curriculums/primary-years 
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