
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks will be ones you 
have tried before and hopefully you and your 
child will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 or 4 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see 
all the games.  Please continue to choose any 
of the games which your children enjoy. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 or 
phase 4 words.  You could also write the 
words onto card and play the game this way.  
Just show the children the words.  How many 
can they get right?  Can they beat their score 
next time? When they know these words 
move onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES – THE PRINCESS AND THE 
WIZARD.  The link below is to the story being 
read on You tube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=babXCIRMj
QM 
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too.   
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
You can follow the activities on the website, and 
I have chosen a few which I have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too.  There 
are recommend texts or stories for you to use.   
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMLY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS 
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will 
need you to help find the resources they need 
but these should be things you will have around 
your house.  If you prefer you can use these 
lessons instead of the ones I have suggested or a 
mixture of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Again, feel 
free to use these daily lessons if it is easier than 
the ones I have planned or a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the websites is daily lessons for 
other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html?
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=babXCIRMjQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=babXCIRMjQM
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/maths/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/maths/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/english/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/english/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects


like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

There are lots of lovely activities and again daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
 

Monday: Reception 
Draw a grid similar to the one below.  You can 
use any words it doesn’t have to be the ones 
in the grid.  Actually, these will probably be 
too easy for some of the children. Maybe you 
could practise words with specific phonemes 
your child is finding difficult.  For example, if 
your child is finding the igh and ow phoneme 
hard you could fill the frame with words such 
as light tight might bright fight and cow bow 
slow mow.  
This is a game for two players.  Each player 
has 4 counters.  The first player chooses a 
word to read.  If they read it correctly, they 
can place a counter over the word.  Then the 
2nd player has their turn.  The first player to 
get 4 counters in a row either vertically, 
diagonally or horizontally wins. 

 
 
 
 

Monday: Maths - The Princess and The Wizard. 
Share the story with your child. Here is a link to 
the story being read aloud on You tube if you 
don’t have a copy available. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=babXCIRMj
QM 
This week the maths is based around the days 
of the week. 
Have the days of the week written on separate 
cards or pieces of paper.  Can the children put 
them in the correct order?  You will have to help 
them with the reading of the days.  Line up the 
days of the week in order and ask your child to 
close their eyes.  Take one of the days away.  
When the child has opened their eyes can they 
tell you which day is missing? 
Nursery: Talk about the different days of the 
week. Can they remember our days of the week 
song?  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday too 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7 days 
Each day different and every day new 
Can the children tell you what day it is today?   
 
The wizard asked the princess to do a challenge 
every day.  Can your child draw a picture to go 
with each day?  Muddle up the pictures your 
child has drawn and get them to match them 
with the correct day.  You could talk about what 
the children like to do on each day of the week, 
for example, if they go to swimming lessons, 
football or dance lessons on a particular day (this 
might be a  bit tricky at the moment but maybe 
they might remember which days they used to 
do these things). Or they might like to eat 
something special on a particular day, for 
example, Friday might be fishfingers day!!! 
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Nursery: 
Aspect 7: Blending and segmenting 
I spy 
Place a selection of objects on the floor with 
names containing two or three phonemes 
(e.g. zip, hat, comb, cup, chain, boat, tap, 
ball). Check that all the children know the 
names of the objects. Have a teddy or other 
toy whisper in your ear and tell your child, 
‘Teddy says I spy with my little eye a z-i-p,’ 
only saying the sounds in the word. Then 
invite your child to say the name of the object 
and point to it. ‘z-i-p, zip’. As a challenge, 
when your child has become familiar with this 
game use objects with names that start with 
the same initial phoneme (e.g. cat, cap, cup, 
cot, comb, kite). This will really encourage 
your child to listen and then blend right 
through the word, rather than relying on the 
initial sound. 
 
 
  

Tuesday: Reception 
Write a sentence for the children to read for 
themselves.  Can they draw a picture to go 
with the sentence they have read?  I have put 
some examples below. 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday: IPC Going Places 
Begin by sharing the award-winning storybook 
Journey by Aaron Becker. Here is a link to the 
book on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRsmuveK
Wuk 
This is a wordless picture book, which follows a 
young girl’s imaginative journey through an 
exciting and strange world. The story begins with 
her being bored and lonely in her bedroom. She 
takes a red pen and draws a magic door on her 
bedroom wall. By stepping through her magical 
door, she escapes into her imagination – her pen 
becoming her tool for drawing her way out of 
danger or overcoming obstacles. She draws a 
boat, a balloon and a flying carpet, and even 
uses her pen to help save an imprisoned bird 
from a nasty emperor. At the end of the story, 
she meets another boy who also has a magical 
pen and together they make their own stories 
and worlds.  
When ‘reading’ the story, invite the children to 
talk about what they can see. Pause the story 
often so you can talk together about what is 
happening in each picture? How is the character 
feeling? Provide support and prompts as 
necessary to help your child put together the 
clues to piece together the story. There are no 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRsmuveKWuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRsmuveKWuk


 
Nursery: 
Aspect 6: Voice Sounds 
Making trumpets 
Make amplifiers (trumpet shapes) from simple 
cones of paper or lightweight card and 
experiment by making different noises 
through the cones. Model sounds for your 
child: the up and down wail of a siren, the 
honk of a fog horn, a peep, peep, peep of a 
bird. Can your child make these sounds too? 
Can they make the sounds loud? And soft? 
Can they use the trumpets to sound out their 
names? 
 

wrong or right answers, although you may need 
to step in and help explain or suggest what is 
happening, to help keep the flow of the story. 
Afterwards, remind your child of the magic pen 
that the girl and boy used to draw their doorway 
and have their adventures. Would they like a 
magic pen of their own? 
Provide paper, the larger the better, assorted 
crayons, marker pens and other mark-making 
materials. Begin by drawing a door on the far 
left. This will be the doorway to your adventure. 
Draw a doorknob and pretend to pull open the 
door… now it is up to your child to draw what 
they imagine will be beyond the door. Spend 
time exploring any ideas that they might have 
for the types of things that they might see when 
they step through the door. If they need support 
thinking of ideas, model some suggestions of 
your own. 

Wednesday: Reception 
Keep revising the Phase 3 Tricky words  
He she we me be was you they all are her my 
Can the children use the words in a sentence?  
You might need to give them examples to 
start them off. Children could also practise 
writing the words using the Look Cover Write 
Check method.  Have the words on flash cards 
and see how many the children can read.  You 
could time the children to see how long it 
takes them to read the list of words.  Can they 
beat their time? 
 
Nursery: 
Aspect 4: Rhythm and rhyme 
Playing with words 
Gather together a set of familiar objects with 
names that have varying syllable patterns (e.g. 
pencil, umbrella, camera, xylophone).  
Show the objects to your child, name them 
and talk about what they are used for. Then 
encourage them to think about how the name 
of the object sounds and feels as they say it. 
Think about the syllables and clap them out as 
you say each word. Then clap the syllables for 
a word without saying it and ask: What object 
could that be? As your child gains confidence 
try some long words like binoculars, 
telephone, dinosaur. 
 
 

Wednesday: Maths - The Princess and The 
Wizard. 
Today your child is going to make their own 
wizard counting book.  You could use an old 
exercise book or make your own booklet by 
folding a few sheets of paper in half. Use a page 
for each number.  Can they show their numbers 
in as many different ways as they can?  They 
could write the number and draw different 
pictures to show the number.  Get them to think 
of things which show the number like dice, 
numicon, numbers on buses, clocks etc. Which 
numbers will they choose?  They could also add a 
list to their page of where they have seen the 
number when they have been out and about.  
Encourage your child to look through magazines 
or comics for the numbers. They could cut them 
out and stick them in their wizard number book.  
Can they think of different ways to make their 
numbers, for example, 2 + 2 = 4, 3 + 1 = 4. 
They could write or tell you some number stories 
about their numbers. Encourage them to use the 
words first, then, now each time for their 
number story. 
EG:  First there were three princesses playing 
and then one more came to play, now there are 
4 princesses. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
The wizard likes to count down in the story.  Can 
your child count down from twenty?  Or 15? Can 
they count down from a different number?  
Nursery can you count backwards from 5? Or 
10?  
 
Practice counting forwards and backwards using 
a number line getting your child to point to each 
number as count? 

Thursday: Reception 
The children have now completed all the 
phase 4 tricky words 
Little there one what when were have like 
said so do some come  
Can your child use the words in a sentence?  
You might need to give them examples to 
start them off. Children could also practise 
writing the words using the Look Cover Write 
Check method. Have the words on flash cards 
and see how many they can read.  You could 
time them to see how long it takes them to 
read the list of words.  Can they beat their 
time? 
Nursery: 
Aspect 3: Body percussion 
Noisy neighbour 
Tell your chid a simple story about a noisy 
neighbour and invite them to join in. Begin 
with: Early one morning, everyone was fast 
asleep – (ask your child to close their eyes and 
pretend to sleep) – when all of a sudden they 
heard a sound from the house next door. At 
this point make a sound such as snoring, 
whistling, clicking fingers, clapping, stamping 
feet. Then say ‘Wake up! What’s that noise?’ 
Can your child guess the noise? Then get your 
child to join in with the refrain ‘Noisy 

Thursday: IPC Going Places  
Tell your child that they are going on a very 
special journey. Display a picture of the Arctic for 
them to look at. Do they think the place they will 
be visiting will be hot or cold? Explain that this is 
the North Pole and it is at the very top of the 
world. What might we need to pack in our 
suitcases for a trip to the North Pole? Have some 
examples of winter and summer clothing for 
them to choose from, to help you pack a 
suitcase. 
Share the storybook Penguin Small by Mick 
Inkpen. Here is a link to the story being read on 
You Tube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hq7DZ7PS
QU 
In the story, a penguin is left behind by his 
friends, who have all left the North Pole because 
of all the bad tempered polar bears. Penguin 
Small is all alone, until he meets a snowman. 
Together they go on a journey, on a floating 
sheet of ice, across the sea. Penguin Small 
encounters a desert island, full of wonderful and 
imaginative creatures, and then continues his 
journey south (with the help of a whale!) to 
finally make it to the South Pole where his 
friends are waiting.  As you share the story, ask 
your child to imagine how Penguin Small might 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hq7DZ7PSQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hq7DZ7PSQU


Neighbour please be quiet. We are trying to 
sleep. Repeat the story using different sounds. 
Then discuss noises they like, noises that 
make them excited and noises that make 
them feel cross or sad. Ask when it is a good 
time to be noisy, and when it is best to be 
quiet or speak softly (e.g. when we need to 
listen). Ask Is this a time to be noisy or quiet? 
as you present scenarios such as when your 
child is: at the swimming pool; in the library; 
at a party; with someone who is asleep; in the 
park; at a friend’s house when the friend is 
poorly; playing hide and seek. 
 
 
 
 

 

be feeling to be left behind by his friends. Do 
they think it is fair that the polar bears are so 
bad tempered and made the penguins leave? Do 
they think Penguin Small will get home to his 
friends? Where do we think his friends have 
gone?  
 
Now explain to your child that 
They are going on a journey to another country, 
this time a hot country – Africa. 
Again, use maps and globes to identify the new 
location. Although no specific area of Africa is 
referenced in the story we are going to use, you 
could choose an appropriate area of Africa, such 
as Kenya, to be the location for your trip. You 
could repeat the suitcase activity this time 
packing a suitcase for a visit to a hot country.  
Read or watch the story We’re Going on a Lion 
Hunt, by David Axtell which uses the same 
language and structure as We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt, and follows two young girls who journey 
out into the Savannah to find a lion. On their 
way, they have to wade through tall grass, cross 
a lake and squelch through a swamp. Like the 
bear hunt book, they finally arrive at a cave 
where they find the lion… and are soon running 
back home to safety! You can listen to the story 
being read here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYiUsppM
14 
Encourage your child to join in with actions for 
each part of the story.   
Could you work together to make your own 
journey with different obstacles.  Your child 
could draw pictures of their ideas and add labels 
and captions or simple sentences to create their 
own story.  You could fold a piece of paper to 
make a zig zag book, and they could draw a 
different obstacle on each page.  Could you set 
up an obstacle course in the garden for them to 
get around.  Or maybe they would enjoy setting 
up their own for you to get try and get through! 
 

Friday: Reception 
Read a sentence to your child. Ask them to 
write on paper (or use magnetic letters). 
Encourage children to sound talk tricky words.  
Your child could think of their own sentence 
they want to write.  Or you might like to give 
them a picture to look at and see if they can 

Friday: Maths/Literacy - The Princess and The 
Wizard. 

Can your child write a spell to make the wizard 
disappear? 
Potion rules: 
Your potion must have 20 things in it or 
otherwise it won’t work.  So, make sure all your 
ingredients add up to 20. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYiUsppM14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYiUsppM14


come up with a sentence to write about the 
picture. 
Sentences:  A crab crept into a crack in the 
rock. 
A drip from the tap drops in the sink 
 
If you type into a Google search Phase 4 
sentences it will bring up lots more examples.  
If you want some easier ones type in Phase 3 
sentences. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 2: Instrumental sounds 
Socks and shakers 
Partially fill either opaque plastic bottles or 
the toes of socks with noisy materials (e.g. 
rice, peas, pebbles, marbles, shells, coins).  
Ask your child to shake the bottles or socks 
and identify what is inside from the sound the 
items make. From the feel and the sound of 
the noisy materials encourage them to talk 
about them. Ask questions such as: Where 
might we find shells and pebbles? 
 
 

 
Nursery could start off with 10 things in their 
potion and add 10 more if they want a challenge. 
 

 

Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these 
websites as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books 
online and then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
The wizard turns everyone in the party to stone.  Play a game of musical statues.  Play some music 
when the music stops then you must freeze – turn to stone- like in the story.  When the music 
starts again you can move. 
PSED 
In the story The Wizard and the Princess, the wizard sets a challenge every day for the princess.  
Could you do a challenge each day to show friendship or kindness.  Ask your grown up to set you 
the challenges.  The challenges could be to help your grown up in some way, for example, making 
your bed, helping to make a meal, making a picture for someone, writing someone a message to 
cheer them up. 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen


 

RE:  The new topic for RE is Friendship 

 Show the children a picture of Jesus at the last supper eating with his friends. They are having a 
meal together. What do the children think they might be talking about? Ask the children if they 
like to eat with their friends. Talk with your child about when they might eat with their friends EG: 
at school, on picnics, at birthday parties, on play dates.  What do the children and their friends like 
to talk about? 
 

Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
 

 


