
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks will be ones you 
have tried before and hopefully you and your 
child will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see all 
the games, I have referred to in the plans 
below. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 
words.  You could also write the words onto 
card and play the game this way.  Just show 
the children the words.  How many can they 
get right?  Can they beat their score next 
time? When they know these words move 
onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES - PATTERN 
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too.  The theme for this week is PIRATES.   
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
You can follow the activities on the website, and 
we have chosen a few which we have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too.  There 
are recommend texts or stories for you to use 
but any story with a pirate theme will do 
 
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS  
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will 
need you to help with resources they need to 
take part, but these are always things you will 
have around your house.  If you prefer you can 
use these lessons instead of the ones I have 
suggested or a mixture of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Last weeks 
was about the Three Little Pigs.  Again, feel free 
to use these daily lessons if it is easier than the 
ones I have planned or a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the websites is daily lessons for 
other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 
There are lots of lovely activities and again daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
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like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

 

Monday: Reception 
Read a sentence out loud to your child. Ask 
your child to write on paper. If any child is 
finding writing very difficult then they could 
create the sentence from magnetic letters. 
Encourage children to soundtalk to help them 
work out how to spell the words. This frog is 
strong. His green skin has bumps. He likes to 
swim in his pond. 
 

Nursery: Voice sounds-Making trumpets 
Make amplifiers (trumpet shapes) from simple 
cones of paper or lightweight card and 
experiment by making different noises 
through the cones. Model sounds for your 
child: the up and down wail of a siren, the 
honk of a fog-horn, a peep, peep, peep of a 
bird. Contrast loud and soft sounds. Use the 
trumpets to sound out phonemes that begin 
your child’s name. Do other members of the 
family’s names too. Invite your child to share 
their favourite sound for the rest of the 
family. 

Monday: Maths 
Read a pirate story with your child.  It can be one 
of the recommended ones on the website, but it 
doesn’t need to be, any story with a pirate 
theme will do. 
Explain to your child that now you have read the 
story they are going to make an important piece 
of pirate equipment – a telescope. 
For this you will need an empty kitchen roll. 
Explain to your child that they are going to 
design a telescope, but the challenge is that the 
telescope must be coloured in with a repeating 
pattern.  Remind the children of a repeating 
pattern. Ask your child to choose two or three of 
their favourite colours and colour in stripes in a 
repeating pattern to make their telescope.  You 
might have to put sections on the roll yourself to 
act as a guide for the colouring.  You could use 
felt tips for this, paint or different strips of paper. 

Go outside or around 
the house.  How many different objects can they 
spot using their pirate telescopes?  Collect the 
objects and talk about them with your child.  Can 
they sort the objects into sets?  How are they 
going to sort them? Talk to your child about the 
criteria they have used for sorting 
 

Tuesday: Reception 
Write the word was on a piece of paper. 
Check that your child can read it. Say a 
sentence using the word. Sound talk the word, 
raising a finger for each phoneme. Ask your 
child to do the same. Discuss the letters 

Tuesday:  IPC – GOING PLACES 
Road map  
Draw a grid on a large sheet of paper or card.  
Draw a picture of home in one corner and a 
building to represent school or another 
destination in another corner.  This could be 
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required for each phoneme, using letter 
names. Explain that it sounds like we need /o/ 
in the middle of this word but this word is 
special and we have to train our brains to 
remember to spell it with the letter a. Ask 
children to trace the shapes of the letters with 
their fingers. Cover the word and ask your 
child to write the word on their own paper. 
Repeat with the word - you. 
You can then ask the children to practise 
writing the tricky words – I, to, no, go, the. 
Nursery: Alliteration-Sound bag 
Make collections of objects with names 
beginning with the same sound. Create a 
song, such as ‘What have we got in our sound 
box today?’ and then show the objects one at 
a time. Emphasise the initial sound (e.g. s-s-s-
snake, s-s-s-sock, s-s-s-sausage). 

another relatives house or a place the children 
like to go, or school.  Have some road pices 
drawn onto squares of card or paper which the 
children can use to ‘build’ their own route from 
home to the other destination.  You could place 
some obstacle cards on the grid that the children 
can’t build on, such as a wood or a lake.  Children 
will need to build around these to link up their 
road.  The children can trace their route with 
their fingers or use toy vehicles.  Once they have 
made one roadway challenge them to make a 
different one.  You could also move the obstacles 
around. 

 
You could also use any toy car tracks your child 
has at home to make a route with obstacles if 
you don’t want to use paper and card.  You can 
still ask your child to plan a route putting 
obstacles for them to manoeuvre around. 
If you they want to your child could draw other 
features on the grid themselves, add labels, or if 
they have any building bricks, playdough, or junk 
modelling, they could also use these materials to 
add their own features. 
Nursery: Start by describing a known journey to 
your child. It could be your journey to school or 
the park or the walk you mapped last week. 
Prompt them to think of things that they see and 
hear on that journey. Include animals and 
different buildings. How do you travel? By 
walking, car or bus? If possible, go with your 
child and look at a road near your house. Is it a 
busy or a quiet road? How many cars can they 
count? What is making the sounds that you can 
hear. Talk to your child about road safety and 
always needing to hold an adults hand. If you 
have a pedestrian crossing or zebra crossing on 
your road then you could use this with your child 
and talk about the red and green lights. On green 



we can cross, but we must still look and listen as 
we cross. You could make your own stop and go 
signs. These can simply be made from stiff card, 
with a lolly stick or any straight stick taped to the 
back. On one side of the card, have a green 
circle, and a red circle on the other. Your child 
can hold their signs and practise turning them to 
show ‘go’ or ‘stop’. 

  

Wednesday: Reception 
Play Buried Treasure. Words: sniff, smell, 
brown, groan, floam, pliff, stell, vrown.  
Write the words onto separate pieces of 
paper and ask your child to put the nonsense 
words into one pile and the real words into 
another pile.  You can play these games 
electronically on phonics play. 
Buried Treasure, Dragon's Den, Picnic on 
Pluto.   
(all these games on phonic play are the same 
principal just using different characters.  Use 
any of them to play the buried treasure game) 
Or you can use words on cards, a bin for the 
nonsense words that you have at home and 
your child could have one of their toys which 
they give the real words too. 
– are games that the children can play on 
phonics play. 
Nursery: Rhythm and Rhyme-Pied Piper 
Tell the story of the Pied Piper of Hamelin. Get 
the whole family involved. The person at the 
front decides on the movement and the rest 
of the family move in the same way. They 
follow the leader around your indoor and 
outdoor space, marching, skipping and 
hopping – vary the pace and describe the 
action: Fast, faster, slow, slower. Introduce 
and model new words by acting them out (e.g. 
briskly, rapidly, lazily, sluggishly, energetically) 
for your child to copy and explore by acting 
them out in different ways. 

Wednesday: Maths 
For this activity you will need lots of empty 
cartons and lids 
Work with your child to make their own junk 
model pirate ship.  As you work together talk to 
them about the best shaped containers they are 
going to need.  Encourage them to talk about the 
properties of the containers EG:  This box has a 
flat part which will be good for the bottom of the 
boat.  Can you make your pirate boat float?  You 
might have to keep testing it as you go along.   
The final part of the challenge is to make a flag.  
Every pirate ship has a flag.  

 

 
 
Some flags were used to scare people away like 
the skull and cross bones.  The children’s 
challenge is to make a flag which has a 
symmetrical pattern.  The same pattern on both 
sides.  You might need to divide the paper to 
help them.  Explain that whatever shape or 
pattern they have on one side they must do the 
same on the other side. 



 
 
 

Thursday: Reception 
Read a sentence out loud to your child. Ask 
your child to write on paper. If any child is 
finding writing very difficult then they could 
create the sentence from magnetic letters. 
Encourage children to soundtalk to help them 
work out how to spell the words. 
Sniff the sweet jar. Yum! Scoop the sweets 
into a bag. Chomp the sweets and crunch 
them up. 
Nursery: Blending and Segmenting-Emma the 
Explorer 
Write out these words on a piece of paper or 
card: map, cup, pen, hat 
Say to your child that Emma the Explorer has a 
list of things she needs to pack for her 
adventures. Can they sound out the words 
first by saying each sound eg m-a-p, c-u-p, p-e-
n, h-a-t. Your child might be able to then 
blend these sounds to make the word. M-a-p 
map. If this is difficult model it for them so 
they can hear the sounds being blended 
together to make a word. 

Thursday:  – IPC/ LITERACY 
Talk to the children of all the different ways the 
child can think of to get around.  Cars, boats, 
planes, trains, trucks, lorries, helicopters, hot air 
balloons, roller skates, hover craft, ferries.  Can 
the children make a list of all the different ways 
they can think of to get around.   
I wonder who will manage the longest list? 
Perhaps you could post your list onto the blog 
and we can see who has the most. 
Perhaps you could draw some of the different 
types of transport. 
Greater Manchester Transport Museum has lots 
of different pictures of transport from the past 
which the children could explore.  
Twinkl has a phot pack of different sorts of 
transport the children can get up on screen and 
have a look at. 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-e-499-
new-transport-photo-pack 
Twinkl have some lovely I spy transport sheets 
which you could print out for your child to have a 
go at.  If you have access to a print or bring them 
up on screen for the children to use and make a 
list of what they can spy.  Which would be great 
fro practising writing. 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-19871-
transport-i-spy-scene-activity 
You could also try typing into google images 
different types of transport to see what the 
children can find. 

Friday: Reception 
Using the sentences from this week’s writing 
practise.  Have sentences written out on a 
piece of paper.  Can your child use their 
phonic knowledge to read the sentence for 

Friday: Maths  
For this you are going to need a dustbin and a 
favourite toy.  You will need some pieces of 
paper to make the pirate treasure cards shown 
below. 
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themselves? Can the y read the sentences to 
their teddy bear? 
When they have had a go at reading the 
sentence can they draw a picture about the 
sentences? 
Nursery: Environmental Sounds-Noisy 
Neighbour  
Play this game on the Phonics Play website. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/SoundStimuli.
html 
Get your child to listen hard and try to work 
out what each sound might be. 
 

Explain that these are the pirate treasure cards 
but the pirates arent very good at counting their 
treasure coins.  Can the children count the 
treasure coins and put the wrong ones in the 
dustbin and give the right ones to their favourite 
toy.  You can use whatever numbers you like 
these a just examples. 

 
Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these 
websites as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books 
online and then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 Encourage your child to look at lots of different pictures of different sorts of transport.  Perhaps 
you could also look in story books and magazines.  How do the characters in stories tend to travel 
around?  Ask your child to choose their favourite method of transport and paint a picture of it.  
Looking at colours and shape as they draw and paint.  If you don’t have any paints at home your 
child could draw and colour a picture just as easily. 
Please put any pictures they do up on the Blog for everyone to see. We love seeing what the 
children have been up to! 

RE:  The next RE topic we are going to be looking at with the children is stories Jesus told.   
Remind you child that Jesus told important stories called parables.  These stories can be found in 
the Bible. Jesus told these stories to teach us about God and how to live our lives. Ask your child 
to recall the parables they have done already? 
Tell your child the parable of Wise man and Foolish man 
Ask: ‘What was Jesus trying to teach us in this story?’ Listen to the children’s ideas. There are not 
necessarily any wrong answers. 
Here is a short cartoon film version on You Tube.  There are lots of others too. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXWHLB1f6_U 
This a song that the children might like about the wise man and the foolish man.  We sing this 
song in school 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM 
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Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
 

 


