
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks will be ones you 
have tried before and hopefully you and your 
child will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 or 4 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see 
all the games.  Please continue to choose any 
of the games which your children enjoy. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 or 
phase 4 words.  You could also write the 
words onto card and play the game this way.  
Just show the children the words.  How many 
can they get right?  Can they beat their score 
next time? When they know these words 
move onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES  
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too.   
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
You can follow the activities on the website, and 
I have chosen a few which I have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too.  There 
are recommend texts or stories for you to use.   
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMLY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS  
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will 
need you to help find the resources they need 
but these should be things you will have around 
your house.  If you prefer you can use these 
lessons instead of the ones I have suggested or a 
mixture of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Again, feel 
free to use these daily lessons if it works better 
for you than the ones I have planned or you 
could use a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the website has daily lessons 
for other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 
There are lots of lovely activities and more daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
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like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

Monday: Reception 
Read a sentence. Ask children to write on 
paper (or use magnetic letters). Encourage 
children to sound talk tricky words. Sentence 
examples: 
The frog jumps in the pond and swims off. 
I must not trample on the flowers. 
Your child could think of their own sentence 
they want to write.  Or you might like to give 
them a picture to look at and see if they can 
come up with a sentence to write about the 
picture. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 1: Environmental sounds 
A listening moment 
Remind your child how to be a good listener 
(e.g. keep quiet, have ears and eyes ready) 
and talk about why listening carefully is 
important. Encourage your child to listen 
attentively to the sounds around them. Talk 
about the different sounds they can hear and 
invite them to show how good they are at 
listening by remembering all the sounds they 
hear when they listen for a minute. It may be 
useful to use a timer on your phone to 
illustrate the passing of a minute. Ask them 
what made each sound and encourage them 
to try to make the sound themselves 
  

Monday – My Beautiful Balloon 
Share the story The Blue Balloon by Mick 
Inkpen. In the story, a young boy finds a soggy 
blue balloon in the garden. He blows it up and 
soon discovers it is no ordinary balloon – it just 
keeps getting bigger and bigger! It even lifts the 
boy up into the sky to take him flying high up to 
moon.  
If you don’t have the book, you can listen to the 
story being read here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsqHgGeB
kVk 
After you have shared the story together have a 
go a some of these balloon activities with your 
child. 
Balloon dance – give your child a balloon to 

hold on the end of a length of ribbon of 
string. Play music and encourage them to 
move about the space with their balloon, 
imagining they are having an exciting 
adventure together. Perhaps they are flying 
high above your village/town/city and looking 
down at all the tiny people below. 

 Balloon play – have loose balloons your child 
can play with. Play a game in a circle where 
you try to keep a balloon in the air by batting 
it with your hands and arms. How long can 
you keep it in the circle before it touches the 
ground or floats away?  

 Balloon painting – provide semi-inflated 
balloons for children to use for painting. Dip 
these into paint, and then explore the marks 
and patterns that can be made by patting or 
pushing the balloons across the paper. This 
activity can be messy, so is best done 
outdoors! 

Tuesday: Reception 
Practise writing the tricky words 
He she we me be was you they all are my her 
Play Look cover write and check.  The 
children look at the words, then cover it over.  
The children then try and write the word for 
themselves.  Check and see if they were right. 

Tuesday – Maths  
Counting balloons – have a picture board with 

ten (or more) coloured cardboard balloons 
attached to it. Nursery children start with 5 
balloons. These can be different sizes and 
attached with tape, or sticky tack, so that 
they can easily be removed. Start by asking 
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Can the children say these words in a 
sentence? 
Can the children write a sentence with one of 
these tricky words in? 
Nursery: 
Aspect 5: Alliteration 
Looking for treasure 
Collect two sets of objects, each set must have 
objects beginning with the same sound – 
choose initial sounds which sound very 
different from each other  
Hide objects beginning with the same sound 
in a bowl of bubbly water for the child to find. 
They could use a sieve to look for them. 
Encourage the child to name the objects as 
they are found e.g. flannel, frog, fish – soap, 
sponge, spoon – shark, shampoo, ship 
 

the children to help you to count the 
balloons. What colours can they see? Which 
is the biggest/smallest balloon? Which is 
the highest/lowest balloon? Next, sing the 
following counting rhyme, taking a balloon 
away each time: 

Up, up and away,  

Ten balloons are flying today.  

One flies too high,  

Way up in the sky 

(remove one balloon) 

Higher, Higher, Pop! 

Count how many balloons are remaining, and 
then repeat the song, continuing until there are 
no balloons left.  

After each balloon, first talk to your child about 
what has happened using the first, then and 
now language we used last week.  First there 
were 10, then one popped and now there are 9 
balloons. 

You might want to model writing the first 
subtraction sum (10 – 1 = 9) and then 
encourage your child to do the rest. 

Ask the children if they can remember the 
colours of all the balloons that were flying at 
the start. As they guess correctly, give them 
each one of the balloons. Can they also 
remember where their balloon was positioned 
on the board?  

Wednesday: Reception 
Have some words with different phonemes 
written on pieces of paper.  You might choose 
groups of words with the same phoneme in 
EG: rain, pain, train, main, ship soot, shell, 
church, chip, light, might, tight. written on 
paper.  Choose phonemes that your child 
particularly needs to practise. 
Quiz Quiz Trade 
You each pick up one of the words from the 
pile.  You read the word you have picked up, 
and then your child reads their word.  You 
then swop words and read each other’s 
words. 
Repeat with other pairs of words 
Children could also practise writing the words. 
 

Wednesday – IPC 
Begin by sharing the picture book Sebastian 
and the Balloon by Philip C Stead, Roaring 
Brook Press, 2014. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2zK7unD
w1M 
In the story, Sebastian goes on an exciting 
journey in a hot air balloon made from his 
Grandma’s patchwork quilts. During his trip, a 
bird accidentally flies into the balloon, causing it 
to pop! Thankfully, he lands on a house that is 
owned by three old sisters who have a love of 
knitting, and who are able to repair the balloon.  
Alternatively, you could explore another 

storybook that features a hot air balloon, such as 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2zK7unDw1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2zK7unDw1M


Nursery: 
Aspect 4: Rhythm and Rhyme 
Our favourite rhymes  
Compile a book of your child’s favourite 
rhymes and songs with your child. They could 
represent the rhymes in any way they choose 
for example with photos, pictures, drawings or 
words. The book can be used to make choices 
about which rhyme to say/sing or your child 
could choose to act as teacher selecting 
rhymes for others in the family to perform! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Balloon Hullabaloo, by Peter Bently 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkI8IDR-

uTI or Oh, The Places You’ll Go by Dr Seuss, 

HarperCollins, 2016 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmOCyP4V

yP4 

Afterwards, look together at some images of 
hot air balloons. Do all hot air balloons look the 
same? Talk about and compare their shapes and 
colours. Which balloon would your child choose 
to fly in? What do they imagine it would be like 
to fly in a hot air balloon? If you wish, you could 
share a video showing a hot air balloon journey. 
This will provide opportunity to talk about how 
the burners heat up the air in the balloon, 
making the air lighter so that it rises more 
quickly. 
Some good examples include: 

• Footage of a family taking a hot air 

balloon ride over the Napa Valley in 

California. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6EVB
M68jXQ 

• Footage of a hot air balloon journey 
over the Maasai Mara National Reserve 
in Kenya.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dP-
tBUqJsLU 

• Time-lapse footage showing hot air 
balloons flying over New Mexico. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGAM
TlI6XxY  

 

Thursday: Reception 
Show the children some new tricky words 
Little there one what when were 
Talk to the children about why they think they 
are tricky. EG:  The word have has an /e/ on 
the end but we don’t hear the /e/ when we 
say the word.  Can the children use the words 
in a sentence?  You might need to give them 
examples to start them off.  Have lots of the 
words written on pieces of paper.  Can the 
children sort them into 3 piles have, like, said?  
Children could also practise writing the words 
using the Look Cover Write Check method 
Nursery: 
Aspect 7: Oral blending and segmenting 
Sound talking 

Thursday:   
Ask your child to imagine what adventures they 
might have with Sebastian in their hot air 
balloon! Discuss their ideas and together create 
a picture of what might happen on their 
adventure.  A good way to do this is to divide a 
piece of paper in to three sections labelled first 
next, last.  This helps the children to structure a 
simple story with what happens first, what 
happens next and how the story ends.  When 
you have talked the story through with your 
child you could work together to draw the 
pictures for each section of their story.  Add 
sentences, or captions and labels to go with each 
section to encourage writing.  You could model 
writing some sentences and encourage your 
child to have ago at writing some for themselves.  
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Gather a selection of familiar objects, that 
contain three phonemes (sounds) in their 
name (e.g. leaf, sheep, soap, fish, sock, bus) 
and a teddy. Check your child can recognise 
each object, then bring out the teddy and ask 
your child to listen carefully while it says the 
names of one of the objects in sound talk so 
they can help it to put the sounds together 
and say the word. The teddy then sound-talks 
the word leaving a short gap between each 
sound ie. l-ea-f 
Encourage your child to say the word and 
identify the object. They can then repeat the 
sounds and blend them together – it is 
important that they do this and don’t simply 
listen to you doing it.   
If you need any help with the pronunciation of 
sounds, don’t hesitate to get in contact with 
me. 
 

 

Perhaps they could tell their story to another 
family member or a younger brother or sister? 
 

Friday: Reception 
Draw up a simple grid of pictures which 
represent words which your child could spell.  
These could be any words your child needs to 
practise.   
Each player has a different set of coloured 
counters. Each person throws the die and 
chooses a picture from that column. They look 
at the picture and decide on the word they 
need to spell.  Have a try at spelling the word.  
If they spell the word correctly they score one 
point.  At the end of the game the person who 
has the most points is the winner. 

Friday:  Maths 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=Take
Away 
 
If you click on this link it will bring a screen to 
play a subtraction game.  Click on the balloon 
image and it will take you to a screen which has 
images of balloons. It sets problems for the 
children to solve with images to help.  EG:  
Gordon has 5 balloons 2 pop how many has he 
got left? 
You can work within 5 or 10 choosing from the 
menu at the start of the game.  If your child 
would like to do other problems, click on any of 
the images and it will take you to different 
problems to solve.  You will need to make sure 
you have Flash installed to see the game.  You 
can do this by clicking on the lock next to the 
website name.   
Your child might need support with concrete 
(actual) objects to work out the answers. 
 
If you can’t access the game, you could use real 
balloons or other objects and set some similar 
problems for your child to solve. 
 
Support your child to think through how they will 
solve the problem.  Encourage your child to 
explain what they have done to solve the 
problem and get the answer.   

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=TakeAway
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Word Bingo is another great games to 
practise spelling and reading with your child. 
 
Nursery: 
Aspect 2: Instrumental sounds 
Grandmother’s Footsteps 
This can be played with just yourself and your 
child or get the whole family to join in! Gather 
together any instruments or items that you 
can make different sounds with.  
Encourage your child to decide what 
movement goes with which sound (e.g. 
shakers for running on tip-toe, triangle for 
fairy steps, drum for giant strides). 
Grandmother stands with her back to the 
others and plays an instrument. The other 
people move towards Grandmother in the 
manner of the instrument while it is playing. 
They stop when it stops. The first person to 
reach Grandmother takes over the role and 
the game starts again.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these 
websites as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books 
online and then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
When you have read the story of Sebastien and his Balloon or one of the other stories display a 

large white circle of paper to represent your hot air balloon. Explain that Sebastian wants to make 

another hot air balloon so that he can have a new adventure. Ask your child if they can remember 

what he used for his previous balloon (his grandma’s patchwork quilts). Provide a selection of 

different fabrics and collage materials for children to cut up and glue to your balloon to help ‘build 

it’. Explore the different textures and patterns of the materials. Which are rough, shiny, smooth, 

etc.? Your child can create a patchwork collage using your available materials to make their own 

balloon. Once complete, you can display your finished patchwork balloon in your house.  You might 

like to attach a ribbon or string and stick it to a wall. Ask your child to stand next to their work 

holding the string and take their photo if you send the phot to us, we can post them to the blog for 

everyone to see. 

Papier Mache Balloons 

Children can make their own hot air balloons from papier-mâché. To begin, each child will need a 
blown-up balloon. Cover this with papier-mâché by dipping strips of paper into a mix of glue and 
water (approx. 3 parts glue and 1 part water). Layer these strips carefully over the balloon (you 
may want to place the balloon in a bowl to help to support it). Once the balloon has been covered 
with 2 or 3 layers, leave to dry.  
Once dry, cut a small hole in the bottom and deflate the balloon inside. Children can then use 

paints to decorate the dried papier-mâché balloon. 

To add a basket to the balloon, take a plastic cup or yoghurt pot and decorate to match the 
balloon. To make the container/basket smaller, an adult could use scissors to trim down the size.  
Use a needle to pierce the base of the balloon four times around the bottom opening, then 
thread equal lengths of wool through each hole and knot to keep in place. You can then tape the 
ends of the wool to your basket or thread and knot through holes in the container.  
Children will then have their own papier-mâché hot air balloon, which they can put small world 
toys into to take them on exciting journeys. 

RE:  The new topic for RE is Friendship 

Explain to your child that Jesus went fishing with his friends. What do you like to do with your 
friends? You could look at photos you have of the children playing with their friends or use the 
pictures on the blog that have been posted with their friends on to help this discussion.    

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
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Read the stories of the Miraculous Catch of Fish (John 21:1-14) and the Calming of the Storm 
(Mark 4:35-41). Introduce the children to the belief that Christians have, that they are friends of 
Jesus.  

Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
 

 


