
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks will be ones you 
have tried before and hopefully you and your 
child will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 or 4 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see 
all the games.  Please continue to choose any 
of the games which your children enjoy. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 or 
phase 4 words.  You could also write the 
words onto card and play the game this way.  
Just show the children the words.  How many 
can they get right?  Can they beat their score 
next time? When they know these words 
move onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES  
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too.  THE HUNGRY CATERPLLAR 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
You can follow the activities on the website, and 
I have chosen a few which I have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too.  There 
are recommend texts or stories for you to use.  I 
HAVE PUT A LINK BELOW TO THE STORY ON 
YOU TUBE.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-
Sm1YY 
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMLY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS  
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will 
need you to help with resources to take part but 
these are always things you will have around 
your house.  If you prefer you can use these 
lessons instead of the ones I have suggested or a 
mixture of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Again, feel 
free to use these daily lessons if it is easier than 
the ones I have planned or a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the websites is daily lessons for 
other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 
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like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

There are lots of lovely activities and again daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
 

Monday: Reception 
Read a sentence out loud to your child. Ask 
your child to write on paper. If any child is 
finding writing very difficult then they could 
create the sentence from magnetic letters. 
Encourage children to sound talk to help them 
work out how to spell the words. Were there 
some chimps at the zoo? Yuck! There was a 
paint brush in the coffee cup. One little 
brown toad got stuck down a drain.   
You could also write these sentences on paper 
for the children to practise reading.  You might 
need to support with the sounding out of the 
phonemes. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 1: Environmental sounds 
Zoo sounds 
Watch the YouTube video with your child. See 
if they can identify the animal sounds they can 
hear 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JA2yR8
ZMzc 
Can your child test you by making an animal 
sound and getting you to guess what it is? 
 

Monday: Maths 
https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Day-1-Hungry-
Caterpillar.pdf 
This link gives you an introduction to this week’s 
activities.  The first activity is all about finding 
circles in the story The Hungry Caterpillar and 
counting how many there are on each page and 
looking for patterns.   
It also talks about circle art and looking at how 
different artists use circles.  Look at the 
Kandinsky picture with the children and see if 
they can recreate their own Kandinsky painting. 

 

Tuesday: Reception 
Write a two syllable word on a piece of paper 
making a slash between the two syllables e.g. 
lunch/box. Sound talk the first syllable and 
blend it l-u-n-ch lunch. Sound talk the second 
syllable b-o-x box. Say both syllables lunchbox. 
Repeat and ask the children to join in. Repeat 
with the words: helpdesk, windmill, treetop, 
starlight. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 4 (Rhythm and Rhyme) 
Rhyming bingo 
This game can be played with the whole 
family. It requires a little bit of setting up but 
can be used again and again. Give each person 
a set of three pictures of objects with rhyming 
names such as slug, rug, bug/ hen, ten, pen/ 
man, van, pan/ wig, twig, pig/ fox, box, socks 

Tuesday:  IPC – GOING PLACES 
Share the story Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqICulEBU
wA 
This is a link to the story on You tube.  There are 
others too. I chose this one because the pictures 
were nice and clear for the children.   
Another version is 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vs2hNdm9dlU&t=3
s 
As you explore the pictures focus on Mr Gumpy’s 
car.  Does it look similar to the modern-day cars 
that the children know?  What is the 
same/different?  Do they think it is a very old 
car?  You might want to look up pictures of old 
motor cars on the internet and have a look at 
these.   
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These can be drawn or printed off the 
internet. Hide in a bag a set of pictures or 
objects matching the pictures. Take turns to 
draw out of the bag one object or picture at a 
time. The person who has that picture in front 
of them needs to call out. When each rhyming 
set is completed chant together and list the 
rhyming names. As you name objects give 
emphasis to the rhyming pattern. 
If you have access to a printer, twinkl has 
different versions of this game that you can 
download for example: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/ui-e-10-
phase-1-rhyming-bingo 
 

Discuss with the children the scene where the 
animals refuse to get out and help. 
Have the children ever made an excuse to get 
out of something they didn’t want to do?  Ask 
the children to make predictions about what 
they think will happen to the car.  The car gets 
stuck but when all the animals work together as 
a team, they get the car out.  Talk to the children 
about when they have worked together as a 
team.  You might like to use junk modelling to 
make Mr Gumpy’s car.  Use the images from the 
book to add features onto the car EG: the spare 
wheel on the front or the headlights. 

Wednesday: Reception 
Say a word e.g. desktop, clap each syllable and 
ask the children to do the same. Repeat with 
two or three more words. Sandwich, sandpit, 
bedroom, football. Clap the first word again 
and tell the children that the first clap is on 
desk and the second is on top. Ask the 
children for the sounds in desk and write it 
down as your child says the sounds.  Repeat 
with the second syllable. Read the complete 
word. Repeat with another word. Sandwich, 
sandpit, bedroom, football 
Nursery: 
Aspect 5 (Alliteration) 
Encourage your child to think of a word that 
describes each of their family members. The 
only rule is that it must start with the same 
letter sound. The sillier the better! For 
example, Slimy Simon. As a challenge, can 
your child think of more than one word? 

Wednesday: Maths 
https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Day-3-Hungry-
Caterpillar.pdf 
These activities are asking you to count the 
segments on the hungry caterpillar’s body.  Ask 
the children to draw or finger paint their own 
caterpillars.  Can they draw one with ten 
segments on its body?  Can they now draw a 
caterpillar which has one less segment or one 
more?  Can they draw a caterpillar which has 
double the number of segments or half the 
number of segments?  Do this with a variety of 
numbers.  Use the language of more and fewer, 
and say which number is one more or one less 
than a given number. 
 
 

Thursday: Reception 
Read out some two syllable words children 
clap out the syllables segment them and write 
them for themselves (or make them from 
magnetic letters). Use the words: lunchbox, 
helpdesk, windmill, treetop, starlight, 
desktop, sandwich, sandpit 
Nursery: 
Aspect 3 (Body Percussion) 
Invite your child to teach you some of the 
songs with actions that we sing in nursery. 
Some of our favourites are; Wind the Bobbin 
Up (can you do it big and small, fast and slow 
too), 5 Cheeky Monkeys Swinging Through the 
Trees, Miss Polly Had a Dolly (in my version I 
make the doctor a woman sometimes too so 

Thursday:  – IPC/ LITERACY 
Today they children are going to be thinking 
about buses.  You might want to sing the song 
‘The Wheels on the Bus’   
www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3ZllVTXUtw 
Have the children ever been on a bus?  Where 
did they go?  What do you have to do when you 
get on a bus?  How do you know where to get on 
a bus?  What do buses have on the front?  Go 
outside and see if you can spot any buses going 
past?  Can the children write down the numbers 
they spot on the buses they see?  Where are the 
buses they see going?  How do they know?  
What other writing can they see on the buses? 
There are some picture books all about buses 
which you might like to share with your child. 
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‘The doctor came with her bag and her hat 
and she knocked at the door’. 
There are lots of examples on YouTube if you 
want something to look at and follow too. I 
would love to see any videos of the children 
doing the song actions! 
 

The Hundred Decker Bus – by Mike Smith 
The Bus is For Us - by Michael Rosen 
Maisy’s Bus – by Lucy Cousins 
The Wheels on the Bus Go Round and Round by 
Annie Kubler. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_Brczk8y3I 
This is a link to a video which explains all about 
buses for the children to watch.  When they have 
watched the video can the children draw their 
own bus and have a go at putting some labels on 
the bus for the different parts of the bus they 
heard about in the video?  Or perhaps they could 
write a sentence about something they know 
about buses, or they could write a sentence to 
say where they would like to go on a bus journey 
to. Nursery children could do this verbally, use 
their magic writing or maybe think about the 
initial sounds in the words and have a go at 
writing it. 

Friday: Reception 
Write the word they on a piece of paper. 
Check that the children can read it. Say a 
sentence using the word. Sound talk the word, 
raising a finger for each phoneme. Ask your 
child to do the same. Discuss the letters 
required for each phoneme, using letter 
names. Explain that although the word has the 
/ai/ phoneme at the end, we need to train our 
brains to spell it with ey. Ask children to trace 
the shapes of the letters with their fingers. 
Ask the children to have a try at writing the 
word for themselves.  Repeat with all are.  
Give children two minutes to see how many 
times they can write the word they. Ask 
children to count up the words and see how 
many they managed to do. Repeat with the 
words all and are. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 7 (Blending and Segmenting) 

Toy talk 
Introduce your child to a soft toy that can only 
speak in ‘sound-talk’. Ask the toy a question, 
then have the toy ‘whisper’ in your ear. For 
example: What would Charlie like for tea 
today? The toy speaks silently in your ear and 
then you say ‘ch-ee-se’ looking puzzled and 
then, say with relief ‘cheese!’ Now invite your 
child to see if they can speak like the toy: Do 
you think you could try to toy talk? Say ch-ee-
se. Ask the toy again What else would you 
like? Only use single syllable words e.g. fish, 

Friday: Maths  
https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Day-3-Hungry-
Caterpillar.pdf 
Today’s activity is all about the fruit the hungry 
caterpillar eats.  Can the children name all the 
different fruits?  If you have any fruit available 
can the children make different repeating 
patterns with the fruit.  Or perhaps they could 
draw patterns using fruit shapes? 
Can the children write a list of all their favourite 
fruit? Can they think of any others?  How many 
fruits are on their list?  
Move on to counting the amounts of fruit the 
caterpillar ate on each day.  EG: On Tuesday he 
ate 2 pears and on Wednesday 3 plums how 
many pieces of fruit did he eat altogether? 
Combine different days together.  Use objects to 
represent the fruit to help with the combining of 
amounts. 
There are two more days of activities you could 
look at if you wish I have added the links below.   
https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Day-4-Hungry-
Caterpillar.pdf 
This is all about having a picnic which would be a 
lovely idea for you to do at home. 
https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Day-5-Hungry-
Caterpillar.pdf 
This activity is about days of the week and 
making week plans. 
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cake, pie, soup. Use different scenarios: What 
does the toy like to do in the playground? 
(hop, skip, jump, run, etc.). As your child 
becomes more confident, make some errors – 
blend ‘skim’ for ‘skip’, for example, and see if 
they can catch you out and give you the 
correct blend. 

Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these 
websites as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books 
online and then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Have a go at making your own bus. Below are some ideas. You could use egg boxes or a shoe box 
or cut one out of paper. If you can think of a different way to make a bus, we would love to see it! 
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RE:  The next RE topic we are going to be looking at with the children is stories Jesus told.   
Remind children that Jesus told important stories called parables. These stories can be found in 
the Bible. Jesus told these stories to teach us about God and how to live our lives. 
Which parables have we learnt about already? 
Tell the children the story of the sower and the seeds.  
Sow some seeds – mustard and cress, nasturtiums, sunflowers in some rich soil with water, some 
in dry earth without water and some on gravel with water. Watch what happens. Relate this 
experience to the story of the sower. Jesus said that if we listen to the word of God and follow in 
His way we will grow strong. What does that mean? We need to be nourished by love, patience, 
kindness, joy and peace etc. 

Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
 

 


