
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks will be ones you 
have tried before and hopefully you and your 
child will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 or 4 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see 
all the games.  Please continue to choose any 
of the games which your children enjoy. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 or 
phase 4 words.  You could also write the 
words onto card and play the game this way.  
Just show the children the words.  How many 
can they get right?  Can they beat their score 
next time? When they know these words 
move onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES  
The Snail and the Whale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSke
KqQ 
There are lots of other versions of the story on 
You Tube. 
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too.   
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
You can follow the activities on the website, and 
I have chosen a few which I have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too.  There 
are recommend texts or stories for you to use.   
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMLY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS  
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will 
need you to help with resources to take part but 
these are always things you will have around 
your house.  If you prefer you can use these 
lessons instead of the ones I have suggested or a 
mixture of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Again, feel 
free to use these daily lessons if it is easier than 
the ones I have planned or a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the websites is daily lessons for 
other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html?
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-only/TrickyWordTrucks.html?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSkeKqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSkeKqQ
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early-years/
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/maths/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/maths/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/english/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/english/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects


like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

There are lots of lovely activities and again daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
 

Monday: Reception 
Read a sentence. Ask children to write on 
paper (or use magnetic letters). Encourage 
children to sound talk tricky words.  
Nursery: 
Aspect 2: Instrumental Sounds 
New words to old an old song 
Use percussion instruments (you can use the 

instruments you made previously or make 
shakers using margarine tubs or yoghurt 
pots and adding some dry rice, peas or 
similar)to accompany the song Shake Your 
Shaker to the tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Star.   
Shake your shaker in the air, shake them, 
shake them everywhere.  
Shake them high, shake them low,  
Shake them everywhere you go.  
Shake your shaker in the air, shake them, 
shake them everywhere.. 
  

Monday: Maths 
Read the story with your child or watch it on 
You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmMnaSke
KqQ 
Adding snails on whales and rocks and…? See if 
you can work on your addition skills and tell us a 
first then now story.  Use the illustrations on the 
story pages to present these maths problems.  
  
How many snails? First we have 1 snail here on 
the whale! Then 1 more comes.  Now we have 
how many living on the rock. First we have how 
many snails? Then 1 more comes, now how 
many would there be? 
First we have how many snails on the rock? Then 
if we had 2 more, how many would there be 
now? 
First we have how many sharks? Then 3 more 
join them. How many sharks now? 
We have how many penguins? If we add 2 more, 
how many do we have now? First we had how 
many penguins? Then 2 more came. Now we 
have how many? 
We have how many snails? If we add 3 more, 
how many do we have now? First we had how 
many? Then 3 more came. Now we have? 
 
Can your child make up their own first then now 
story?  Could they draw the picture and tell you 
the story? 
 

Tuesday: Reception 
Practise writing the tricky words 
He she we me be was you they all are my her 
Play Look cover write and check.  The 
children look at the words, then cover it over.  
The children then try and write the word for 
themselves.  Check and see if they were right. 
Can the children say these words in a 
sentence? 
Can the children write a sentence with one of 
these tricky words in? 

Tuesday:  IPC – High Fliers 
Today you are going to explore different 
vehicles/ modes of transport that move in the 
sky. You could start by taking your child outside 
to observe the sky and the clouds. Make sure 
your child doesn’t look directly at the sun. You 
may want to give them sunglasses to wear. Can 
they describe the clouds they can see? What else 
might they see in the sky? If it is raining or too 
sunny you could create a ‘cloud’ out of pillows 
and duvets and make a telescope or binoculars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQHo8uU
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Nursery: 
Aspect 3: Body Percussion 
Roly Poly 
Show your child the rhyme Roly Poly with the 
actions (rotating hand over hand)  
Ro..ly . . .ly . . . ever . . . so . . . slowly  
Roly poly faster Increase the speed of the 
actions as you increase the speed of the 
rhyme. Now add in new verses, such as:  
Stamp . . . your . . . feet . . . ever . . . so . . . 
slowly  
Stamp your feet . . . faster.  
Ask your child to suggest sounds and 
movements to be incorporated into the song. 
Other ideas could be Tip Toe, Stamping or 
Jumping. 
 

out of used kitchen roll tubes. Your child can 
then imagine that they are sitting or lying on a 
cloud and think about what they might be able 
to see around them. Look at some pictures of 
different modes of transport online and discuss 
with your child whether they are for travelling on 
land, sea or sky. These might include helicopter, 
aeroplane, parachute, space rocket, hot air 
balloon, hand glider, boat, hovercraft, yacht, 
cruise ship, speed boat, canoe, car, truck, bicycle, 
train and bus. Focus on the sky vehicles and 
compare features of flying vehicles. Do all flying 
vehicles have wings? Discuss and explore how 
they might move. Children could perform actions 
if they wish. Which do they think would be the 
fastest/slowest flying vehicle? 
Your child could then have a go at creating their 
own models/ examples of flying vehicles. The 
following link is a helpful step by step guide to 
making a paper aeroplane. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv1nECoQL
w4 
Your child could then test out their planes and 
explore making modifications to them. For 
example, you could add paperclips to the 
front/wings of a paper plane to weight it or cut 
flaps in the wings.  
You could also have a go at making balloon 
rockets – blow up a balloon, and then ask the 
children to predict what they think will happen 
when you let go of it. Explain that, when you 
blow into a balloon, it grows bigger because you 
are filling it with air. Then, when you let go, all 
the air escapes, making the balloon zoom 
around! You can use this principle to create your 
own flying balloon rockets! You will need some 
string, a drinking straw, sticky tape and a 
balloon. Tie one end of the string to a chair, table 
or other object, thread the other end of the 
string through the straw, and then attach to 
another object, so that the string is stretched 
across your chosen space, making a straight line. 
Blow up the balloon and pinch the end, in order 
to stop the air from escaping. Use tape to attach 
the balloon to the drinking straw, and let go! 
Your rocket will now zoom along the string.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv1nECoQLw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv1nECoQLw4


Wednesday: Reception 
Have some words with different phonemes 
written on pieces of paper.  You might choose 
groups of words with the same phoneme in 
EG: rain, pain, train, main, ship soot, shell, 
church, chip, light, might, tight. written on 
paper.  Choose phonemes that your child 
particularly needs to practise. 
Quiz Quiz Trade 
You each pick up one of the words from the 
pile.  You read the word you have picked up, 
and then your child reads their word.  You 
then swop words and read each other’s 
words. 
Repeat with other pairs of words 
Children could also practise writing the words. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 4: Rhythm and Rhyme 
Rhyming Soup 
Collect a selection of rhyming objects e.g. cat, 
hat, bat, mat or fox, box, socks. These could 
be actual objects, pictures printed off the 
internet or drawings that you have done with 
your child.  
Use a bowl and spoon as props to act out the 
song  
Take it in turns to choose an object to put in 
the soup and place in the bowl  
After each turn, stir the soup and sing the 
following song to the tune of ‘Pop, goes the 
Weasel’ to recite the growing list of things 
that end up in the soup.  
I’m making lots of silly soup, I’m making soup 
that’s silly, I’m going to cook it in the fridge, To 
make it nice and chilly. In goes…a fox…a 
box…some socks… 
 

Wednesday: Maths 
The snail was very brave. Look at each page and 
see if you can find how many problems or 
dangers he might come across. Write or tally the 
number by drawing a line for each problem or 
danger and then counting them up. Nursery 
children could do this verbally or have a go at the 
tally.  
Could your child make a numbered list of all the 
problems? 
Which do they think was his biggest problem? 
Can they draw some of the problems the snail 
faced?   
Perhaps you could use the pictures to discuss the 
story order with your child using ordinal 
language (First, second, third, fourth etc.) 
Put the pictures in the correct order of the story, 
then ask your child – What came first?  What 
was the last adventure? What was the third 
adventure?  Your child will find this easier if the 
pictures are placed in front of them.   
For nursery children maybe limit the number of 
pictures to 3-5 depending on your child’s 
understanding of the story. Model the language 
you are encouraging your child to use. Which 
was the first problem the snails faced? Then 
what happened next? What was the last thing 
that happened. 
 
 

Thursday: Reception 
Show the children some new tricky words 
So do come some 
Talk to the children about why they think they 
are tricky. EG:  The word have has an /e/ on 
the end but we don’t hear the /e/ when we 
say the word.  Can the children use the words 
in a sentence?  You might need to give them 
examples to start them off.  Have lots of the 
words written on pieces of paper.  Can the 
children sort them into 3 piles have, like, said?  
Children could also practise writing the words. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 5: Alliteration 

Thursday:  – IPC/ LITERACY 
This activity is all about going to the airport.  The 
website below has lots of videos for the children 
to watch about different aspects of the airport.  
There is a video about people who work at the 
airport, and a video about what happens to your 
bags at an airport as well as airport safety and air 
traffic control.  You could choose some of these 
to watch and talk about with your child. 
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/behind-
scenes-airport/ 
If you have been to the airport when you went 
on holiday talk to your child about their 
experience.  Can they remember the different 

https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/behind-scenes-airport/
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/behind-scenes-airport/


Alien Names 
Think up some strange names for alien 
creatures – the names must be strings of non-
words with the same initial sound e.g. Ping 
pang poo pop or Mig mog mully mo or Fo fi 
fandle fee.  
Talk to your child about the names you have 
made up and help them to imagine what the 
strange creatures might look like. Maybe your 
child could draw or make the aliens using junk 
box modelling. Comment as they go about 
shaping the aliens and use the aliens’ strange 
names. Make the pattern clearer by 
emphasising the initial sound of an alien’s 
name. Draw your child’s attention to the way 
you start each word with the shape of your 
lips, teeth and tongue. Could they make an 
alien name up of their own? 

 

parts of the airport and what they had to do?  Do 
they like going on the plane?  Can they 
remember where they went to?  What did they 
do on the journey? 
You might like to read this story with your child 
Maisy Goes by Plane by Lucy Cousins 
This is a link to the story on You tube.  I would 
watch it with the sound off and read it to your 
child yourself, so you can pause and discuss the 
different pages. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI9usANwV
cQ 
Can the children draw a picture of something 
about the airport and write sentence about what 
they have found out, or they might like to draw a 
picture of themselves on the airplane and write a 
sentence, or perhaps a picture and sentence 
about when they went on their holidays. 
Nursery children could label their picture 
thinking about their initial sounds or use their 
magic writing or tell you about their picture and 
you could scribe their words for them. 

Friday: Reception 
Draw up a simple grid of pictures which 
represent words which your child could spell.  
These could be any words your child needs to 
practise.   
Each player has a different set of coloured 
counters. Each person throws the die and 
chooses a picture from that column. They look 
at the picture and decide on the word they 
need to spell.  Have a try at spelling the word.  
If they spell the word correctly they score one 
point.  At the end of the game the person who 
has the most points is the winner. 

Friday: Maths  
Follow the snail on his journey. Does he have an 
odd or even number of friends? 
 
Draw some simple picture for your child.  I have 
put some examples below. Your pictures don’t 
have to be elaborate just so they are clear for 
your child to count the friends.   Can your child 
work out if there is an odd or even number of 
friends? They could use a ten frame or sharing 
plates to help them.   
 
Practise sharing out other objects from around 
your home.   
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI9usANwVcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI9usANwVcQ


 
 
Nursery: 
Aspect 6: Voice Sounds 
Mouth Movements 

Explore different mouth movements with 
your child – blowing, sucking, tongue 
stretching and wiggling. Practising these 
movements regularly to music can be fun 
and helps children with their articulation. 
Instead of dancing with our bodies, we can 
let our tongues dance to the music! It is also 
good to do this in front of a mirror with you 
when you are sounding out words so your 
child can see the shape your mouth is 
making. 
Sing The Wheels on the Bus with your child 
enjoying all the different sounds you can 
hear on a bus together. 
 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Nursery children could practise their 
counting skills by counting all the different 
creatures they can see on each page. Model 
1-1 correspondence encouraging your child 
to touch each creature as they count it. 
Which page has the most creatures on it? Is 
there anything else on the pages that your 
child can find to count? 

Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these 
websites as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books 
online and then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html


https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
These activities and ideas are based around the book “The Snail and the Whale” By Julia 
Donaldson. Spirals are a very special pattern. A pattern that happens naturally in nature. Have a 
go at making your own spirals. Start from the middle and get bigger and bigger! Different kinds of 
snail have different kinds of shell, some are long and thin. Have a look at the differences. Can you 
look for other patterns that happen in nature? 
Take your spiral to the next level and make a spiral dangler! Take a paper plate or a circle of 
paper/card and draw your spiral. Cut directly on top of your spiral line from outside to the middle. 
Let your spiral dangle. Where will you put yours? If you want to make it more special decorate 
your plate first! 

 
Finger Painting 
Carefully dot around your spiral using your funky fingers. Can you experiment with different 
patterns around your spiral to make a designer snail? You can make him as inventive as you want. 
 

 
 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen


This story takes the children on a 
journey with the little snail who is looking for his own picture.  There are different pieces of art on 
each page for you to look at with your child as see if it is the snail’s picture.  At last the snail finds 
his picture by Mattisse.  There is also an explanation about how the artist created his picture by 
ripping pieces of paper.  Perhaps your child could make their own Snail picture using ripped pieces 
of paper.  If you don’t have the story you could just look at the picture on the internet.  I have 
inserted the picture below with an explanation. 

 
 
After 1948 Matisse was prevented from painting by ill health but, although confined to bed, he 
produced a number of works. These were made by cutting or tearing shapes from paper. The 
shapes were placed and pasted down by an assistant working under Matisse's instruction. 
Probably the most famous is The Snail which hangs in the Tate Gallery in London. 
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/matisse-the-snail-t00540 

RE:  The next RE topic we are going to be looking at with the children is stories Jesus told.   
Remind children that Jesus told important stories called parables. These stories can be found in 
the Bible.  Jesus told these stories to teach us about God and how to live our lives.  Talk to the 
children about the parables which they have done over the last few weeks.  Can they remember 
the ones they have done.? As you talk about the parables, they can remember discuss with your 
child what Jesus was trying to teach us when he told these stories.  Can the children think of 
things they might do in their daily lives which would mean they were living out the messages Jesus 
taught? 

http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/painting
http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/glossary/p/paper
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/matisse-the-snail-t00540


Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
 

 


