
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks will be ones you 
have tried before and hopefully you and your 
child will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 or 4 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see 
all the games.  Please continue to choose any 
of the games which your children enjoy. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 or 
phase 4 words.  You could also write the 
words onto card and play the game this way.  
Just show the children the words.  How many 
can they get right?  Can they beat their score 
next time? When they know these words 
move onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES  
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below. This week’s activities are all based on 
the book The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
You can follow the activities on the website, and 
I have chosen a few which I have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too.  There 
are recommend texts or stories for you to use.   
I HAVE PUT A LINK BELOW TO THE STORY ON 
YOU TUBE.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEGqru5vq
sQ 
 
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMLY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS  
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will 
need you to help with resources to take part but 
these are always things you will have around 
your house.  If you prefer you can use these 
lessons instead of the ones I have suggested or a 
mixture of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Again, feel 
free to use these daily lessons if it is easier than 
the ones I have planned or a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the websites is daily lessons for 
other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 
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like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

There are lots of lovely activities and again daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
 

Monday: Reception 
Write out the following questions onto paper 
large enough for the children to read.  Ask 
your child to read the question.  Support with 
phonics assistance where needed.  If your 
child thinks the question is true, then they 
should put their thumbs up and if they think it 
is false then put their thumbs down. 
Do clocks get cross? Can crabs clap hands? 
Are you fond of plums? Did a shark ever jump 
up a tree? Do trains run on tracks? Will a 
truck go up steep stairs? Can we see the stars 
on a clear night? When you get wet, will you 
shrink? Will trash jump from a dustbin? 
Nursery: 
Aspect 1: Environmental Sounds 
Listening walk 
Go on a listening walk, ideally outside but can 
be inside too if you can’t get out. Remind your 
child about things that good listeners do (e.g. 
keep quiet, have ears and eyes ready). Invite 
them to show you how good they are at 
listening and talk about why listening is 
important. Encourage the children to listen 
attentively to the sounds around them. Talk 
about the different sounds they can hear. Can 
they take photos of any of the sounds or 
record them on your phone? When you are 
back home talk about the different sounds. 
Which ones did your child like the most? The 
least? 

Monday: Maths 
If you have the book The Very Busy Spider by 
Eric Carle, read it with your child or watch it on 
YouTube. There are lots of versions including 
some nicely animated ones. Here is a link to one 
that is being read from the book 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEGqru5vq
sQ 
Have a look at the web the spider makes. Talk 
about it with your child. Discuss how webs are 
very complex patterns. Invite your child to have 
a go at being a very busy spider! How could they 
make a web? Can they draw one following the 
spider in the story? Maybe they could they get 
creative and add extra patterns to it: 

 
Can they unleash their inner spiderman (or 
spiderwoman!) by making their own 3-D web. 
They could use string or tape. How will could 
they connect it? How will they have to move to 
design their web? Can they go under, over and 
through the web? How long did it take to make? 

 
 

Tuesday: Reception 
Show a word to your child written on a piece 
of paper or card.  Post it notes are good for 
this too.  Point to each grapheme as the 

Tuesday:  IPC – GOING PLACES 
Use the rug or blanket you used for the flying 
carpet activity.  Sit on the carpet with your child 
and explain that you are going to be taking a 
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children sound talk the graphemes (as far as is 
possible with tricky words) and read the word. 
Talk to your child about why these words are 
tricky words.  Say a sentence using the word. 
Repeat with each word card. Start again with 
the first word card and repeat the process 
more quickly but without giving a sentence. 
Work through all cards. Go through cards a 
final time with children saying the word 
without sounding them out. Words: said, so, 
do, have, like, some, come, were, there, 
little, one, when, out, what 
Play;  Make a Match on Phonics play 
Nursery: 
Aspect 2: Instrumental Sounds 
Talking about sounds 
Read the story Jack and the Beanstalk. There 
are lots of versions on YouTube if you don’t 
have the book at home such as  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5rxfLR
gXRE 
Using any instruments you might have at 
home (this can be as simple as a wooden 
spoon and pan or cutlery banged together), as 
you read a story encourage your child to play 
their instruments in different ways (e.g. make 
this instrument sound like… a fairy fluttering, 
an elephant stomping or a cat pouncing). 
Invite them to make their own suggestions for 
different characters (e.g. How might Jack’s 
feet sound as he tip-toes by the sleeping 
giant? And what about when he runs fast to 
escape down the beanstalk? How would the 
ogre sound?) 

journey to the seaside.  What do they children 
think they will see when they get there?  Explore 
their ideas and previous experiences.  If you have 
them, you might like to use photographs from 
when you have been to the beach on holiday to 
help this discussion.  Now it is time to take to the 
skies.  Role play with your child as you take off 
on your carpet and fly across the town.  What 
can you see from up here on your carpet?  Have 
the children wave at cars, buses, people below.  
Describe the sea as it comes into view and the 
yellow sand next to it.  You might like to play 
some music as you do this.   
Land your flying carpet on the beach.   
Share the story The Big Big Sea with your child.  
In this story a child and her mother go for a walk 
at night-time beside the sea.  You can view the 
book and listen to the story being read here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wv77is4-g2w 
Afterwards ask the children if they can 
remember what the child in the story did and 
saw as she explored the night-time beach.  
Would the children like to have their own night-
time adventure?   
Follow Up Writing 
Ask the children to draw a picture and write 
some sentences about their flying carpet 
adventure to the beach, or the story they 
listened too. 
If you have a sandpit at home, it would be lovely 
for the children to build some sandcastles or 
make handprints in the sand.  You could fill a 
large bowl with water and let the children 
explore the water. Shine a torch on the water 
and move the water with fingers to observe the 
light patterns that can be created.  Place a 
selection of objects on a sheet of foil, allow the 
children to explore the reflections.  The children 
could write a list of all the words they would use 
to describe the water, and how it feels. 

Wednesday: Reception 
Say a word e.g. think and model counting out 
phonemes on your fingers. Ask children how 
to write each of the phonemes. Count them 
off against your fingers to check that you 
haven’t forgotten any. Write the word. 
Play phoneme fingers. Adult reads word. 
Children show the number of phonemes by 
holding up that number of fingers then try 
writing the word.  think, thank, street, spring, 
crept, slept, crunch, scrunch, trunk 
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Nursery: 
Aspect 6: Voice Sounds 
Robot Speaking 
You will need a bag of objects or pictures (e.g. 
cat, dog, mug, sock). Maybe you could draw or 
print off a robot face to stick on a saucepan. 
Introduce your child to the ‘robot’ as Metal 
Mike and explain he speaks in a robot voice. 
Invite the child to pick an object from the bag 
and see if they can say the word in a robot 
voice so Metal Mike can understand. Then 
model the word back to them really 
emphasising each sound in the word so m-u-g 
and s-o-ck. Get your child to repeat back the 
words. If you are unsure how to say the 
sounds, there are lots of videos on YouTube. It 
is worth spending a bit of time getting to 
know them as this is how your child will be 
learning to read in reception and consistency 
between home and school really helps. 
Here is a link to video of all the sounds in the 
English language 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
ksblMiliA8 
This is a link to the Jolly Phonics songs for all 
the sounds showing the actions too. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2HYM9
VXz9k 

Wednesday: Maths 
Play the game Spider Drive. This is the same as 
Beetle Drive but with the parts of a spider. It can 
be played with whole family and all you need is a 
dice, paper and a pencil! Roll the dice. (If you 
don’t have one, use a dice roll app). Look at 
which part of a spider you can draw. The winner 
is the first person to draw a complete spider 

 
 

 
Thursday: Reception 
Read a sentence. Ask children to write on 
whiteboards (or use magnetic letters). 
Encourage children to sound talk challenging 
words: A shrimp slept in a shell. A crab crept 
into a crack. An octopus puts on lots of pink 
socks with brown spots. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 5: Alliteration 
I Spy 
Play I Spy with your child. Make sure you use 
the initial sound of the word and not the 
name of the first letter. For example if the 
object was a shell you would say, ‘I spy with 
my little eye, something beginning with sh.’ 
Take it in turns to choose the object and 
continue for as long as your child is enjoying 
the game. 

 
Thursday:  – IPC/ LITERACY 
Share the story Jack and the Flumflum Tree by 
Julia Donaldson.  You can listen to the story 
being read here.   
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhd3k3cNpSw&t=5
5s. 
You can also listen to the author performing the 
book in song form here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2Al3T_WxRk 
After sharing the story can the children 
remember what obstacles Jack and his crew 
faced on their journey.  What objects did they 
use from Granny’s sack to help them? Ask the 
children if they would like to go on adventure to 
a farway island.  Get back on your flying carpet 
and fly to a faraway sland.  Help your child to 
explain what this island is like when you land 
there.  You could describe some obstacles like in 
the book for your child to overcome.  You might 
like to have a sack of objects like in the story that 
your child can choose from in order to overcome 
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the obstacles.  What tree might you find on your 
island? 
Invite the children to draw or paint a picture of 
their own imaginary tree and the special fruit or 
other objects that might be growing on it.  Can 
they write a sentence to describe their tree and 
what is growing?   
Another lovely story to share with your children 
is Where the Wild things Are.  This is a story 
about a little boy who travels to an imaginary 
island.  Your child might like to draw or paint 
their own imaginary monster like the ones Max 
encountered on his island.  Can they write some 
words or sentences to describe their monster?  
Nursery children could use their magic writing or 
you could help them to think about the initial 
sounds and they could write these. 

Friday: Reception 
Write the word my on a piece of paper. Check 
that your child can read the word. Say a 
sentence using the word. Soundtalk the word, 
raising a finger for each phoneme. Ask 
children to do the same. Discuss the letters 
required for each phoneme, using letter 
names. Ask children to trace the shapes of the 
letters with their fingers. Cover the word and 
ask the children to write the word on their 
own paper.   Repeat with the words all her 
Nursery: 
Aspect 3: Body Percussion 
Action Songs 
Singing songs and action rhymes is a vital part 
of Phase One activities and should be an 
everyday event. Children need to develop a 
wide repertoire of songs and rhymes. Be sure 
to include multi-sensory experiences such as 
action songs in which the children have to add 
claps, knee pats, or move in a particular way. 
Add body percussion sounds to nursery 
rhymes, performing the sounds in time to the 
beat. Change the body sound with each 
musical phrase or sentence. Encourage the 
children to be attentive and to know when to 
add sounds, when to move and when to be 
still. Some good examples of action songs 
include: Dingle Dangle Scarecrow, Head 
Shoulders Knees and Toes, Five Cheeky 
Monkeys Swinging in a Tree 
Let me know if you want any more ideas. Lots 
of them are on YouTube if you need 
inspiration 

Friday: Maths  
Invite your child to draw a web with chalk or 
make a web out of tape on the ground. 

 
Make 10 ‘flies’ and see how many flies your child 
can throw into the web. Count the flies that 
landed in the web and then count the flies that 
didn’t land in the web. Can your child write a 
number sentence to show this? For example 
4 flies landed in the web and 6 flies didn’t which 
makes 10 flies altogether so, 4 + 6 = 10. Can they 
do it again and get a different answer? How 
many possible answers are there? Nursery 
children could count the flies that land inside the 
web and the flies that land outside of the web. T 
 



 

Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these 
websites as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books 
online and then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
Draw or paint a picture of the imaginary island where you flew to on your magic carpet.  You 
could also draw or paint the beach. 
Your child might like to draw or paint one of the monsters from WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
They could make their own paper plate monster 
 

   
RE:  The next RE topic we are going to be looking at with the children is stories Jesus told.   
Remind children that Jesus told important stories called parables. These stories can be found in 
the Bible.  Jesus told these stories to teach us about God and how to live our lives. 
Which parables have we learnt about already? 
Tell the children the story of the Good Samaritan. 
Talk to the children about what they think Jesus was trying to teach us with this story.  How do 
the children think they could be a ‘good Samaritan.’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLzdQtetedc 
This is just one link I have found there are lots of others you might like to share with your child.  
Or you may like to read the story from your child’s bible.  
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Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
 

 


