
GIANT PANDAS 

Pandas are mammals, native to China where they are 

considered a national treasure.  Being mammals, the females 

are able to produce milk to nurse their young.  As with most 

mammals, Pandas have fur or hair on their bodies. The Giant 

Panda, which is known by other names including: parti-coloured 

bear, bamboo bear and the great panda, is easily distinguished 

from its distant cousin the red panda due to its large size and 

black-and-white coloured markings.  It is thought that the bold 

colouring of the Giant Panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) may 

provide camouflage. 

Habitats 

In the wild, Giant Pandas are only found in the remote mountainous regions of central China, as this is 

where the cool bamboo forests that are perfect for the giant panda’s needs are located.  Giant pandas 

make their dens from hollowed-out logs or stumps of conifer trees found within the forest. 

In captivity, the Panda’s natural habitat is modelled using man-made structures and careful planting of 

bamboo, indigenous to China. However, the artificial version never quite matches up to the real 

environment in which Giant Pandas live in the wild. 

Diet 

Pandas are very fussy eaters. Giant pandas only eat bamboo - which is a type of grass that grows in the 

mountainous areas of China – whereas their cousin, the red panda has a varied diet consisting of nuts and 

seeds, Giant pandas need to eat for 12 hours a day in order to consume vast quantities of bamboo 

28lbs/12.5 kg, thereby providing them with the necessary nutrients in order to survive.  The giant panda’s 

stomach is ideal for digesting bamboo as the walls of the stomach are extra-muscular to digest the wood of 

the bamboo.  The stomach is also covered inside with mucus that prevents it from being punctured by 

splinters. 

Habits 

Giant pandas are loners. They dislike being around other pandas so much that they have a heightened 

sense of smell that lets them know when another panda is nearby so it can be avoided.  If another giant 

panda does get close, the two will end up swatting and growling at each other. Sometimes they will even 

bite each other.  

Did you know? 

 Pandas have an extra digit on their hands, which helps them to tear the bamboo.  

 The Giant Panda does not hibernate but will shelter in caves or trees in very cold weather. 

 

There are not many pandas left in the wild and they are a symbol for animal conservation all around the 

world. Many zoos and wildlife parks are trying to breed more pandas to save them from extinction.  

 

 



The Tongo Lizard 

The Tongo lizard belongs to the reptile family: there are over 4,500 species of lizard in the 

wild. They are very rare as they are an endangered species due to poaching, which was most 

prevalent in the 1990s. They only live in hot countries such as; Mexico, Somalia and India. 

They are very much like the Komodo dragon, the reason being is because they are in fact 

related. 

What does the Tongo lizard look like? 

This unique creature has chameleon-like qualities and can change its scaly skin to match its 

surroundings: this camouflage is its main defence mechanism. Its long tail, which can grow to 

be a foot long, has a single spike protruding from the end. Its eyes, which are sensitive to UV 

light, are lilac in colour with its pupils varying from green to red (depending on its mood). The 

male lizard, which is smaller than the female, is brightly coloured most of the time in order 

to attract a mate for breeding. They have four webbed feet, which have suction cups 

underneath so that they can climb trees.  

Where does the Tongo lizard live? 

 

The Tongo lizard lives in a multitude of habitats due to its adaptive qualities: as long as the 

temperature is hot the Tongo lizard will survive. In tropical areas it will create burrows in 

the undergrowth: shielding it from predators. In sub-Saharan regions it will cover itself in 

sand. This means most countries will be inhabited by these amazing creatures!  

What does the Tongo lizard eat? 

The Tongo lizard is omnivorous (meaning it eats both plants and meat). It mostly feasts on 

small grubs found on forest floors and within sandy dunes: this supplies the lizard with most 

of its protein. It has sharp talons, which are great for tearing apart its prey. It will also 

munch on fallen, decaying leaves. Before being an omnivore it was in fact a herbivore and so 

it actually adapted to its environment over hundreds of years. It has an acidic tummy which 

sucks all the nutrients it needs out of its food. In addition to this, its tummy can adapt in 

size for when food is in short supply.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Werewolves 

Werewolves, also known as lycanthropes, are mythological or folkloric humans with the ability to shape-shift into a 

hybrid wolf-like creature. They are generally found in Europe and date from the medieval period. The legend of the 

werewolf developed in parallel to the belief in witches and is still evident in popular culture today. 

Appearance 

Traditionally, a werewolf is indistinguishable from an ordinary wolf apart from several features. These are: a larger 

body, lack of a distinct tail, human eyes and voice. When a werewolf is in human form, they have tell-tale physical 

traits including: meeting of both eyebrows (‘monobrow’), curved fingernails, low-set ears and a swinging stride. 

Shape-shifting ability 

Werewolves are humans who transition into wolf-like creatures, either purposefully or after being placed under a 

curse. Various methods of becoming a werewolf have been reported. In folklore, most werewolves originate from 

being cursed or bitten by another werewolf. Historically, most werewolves transform under the light of a full moon. 

Some historical tales list other stranger methods of transformation, such as: rubbing the body with magic ointment, 

drinking rainwater out of the footprint of the animal or repeating a set spell. After returning to their human form, 

werewolves are usually documented as becoming weak, debilitated and undergoing painful, nervous depression.  

How dangerous are they? 

Often perceived as a threat throughout history, werewolves generally prey on any living thing; however they 

particularly target children. Werewolves attack in a variety of ways. The Scandinavian werewolf is known to possess 

poison-coated claws. This creature uses its gaze to paralyse its victims which enables the final blow to be delivered 

with devastating accuracy. Some werewolves are known to target the graves of their victims; digging up bodies to 

consume to satisfy their cravings.  

Modern culture 

Even after many centuries of tales, a fascination with werewolves still exists in modern society. The most popular 

depiction of a werewolf on film is in the renowned movie franchise: ‘Twilight’. Another work of fiction which 

mentions these mythical beasts is ‘Harry Potter’. This series of books features several werewolves (including Remus 

Lupin).  

 

The fascinating history of werewolves is still enjoyed and studied today thanks to the reinvention of the mythical 

beast for each new generation of enthusiasts. The werewolf will surely continue to frighten, fascinate and strike fear 

into the hearts of generations to come. 


