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Fire Engine 

As part of our Year 6 curriculum, the fire 
service visited our school last week.  They 
delivered a lengthy and detailed fire safety 
session to the Year 6 children in the run up to 
Halloween and Bonfire Night.  We hope you 
have all now tested your smoke alarms and 
discussed an escape plan as a family, in 
case of an emergency. 

While they were here, the fire officers brought their fire engine 
into our playground and explained what each part of their rig 
does when putting out a fire.  They also very kindly answered 
some questions from Year 2 in line with their most recent IPC 
topic “ A Day in the Life of”… They spoke about their role and 
the children loved learning about the tools and design of the fire 
engine, as well as the officers’ responsibilities.  Year 2 asked 
them some very important questions, and the fire officers were 
very impressed! 

Portals to the Past – Egyptians  - Years 3 & 4  

As part of our learning about ‘Temples, Tombs and Treasures’, children in 
Years 3 and 4 took part in a day of activities from led by Ian Morris from 
Portals to the Past. We all had a fantastic time and extended our knowledge 
of Ancient Egypt. “I loved all of it!” Micah, Year 4. “It was fun to play a 
game!” Emily, Year 4. Thank you to everyone who provided some amazing 
costumes. The children looked great!  
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Residential Year 5 & 6 

Year 5 & 6 returned last week from their amazing trip to 
Robinwood Dobroyd Castle Activity Centre in Todmorden. Despite 
everyone feeling absolutely exhausted, they all wore big smiles on their 
faces as they arrived back at school.  The children barely had time to miss 
home because they were so busy!  They challenged themselves to a range 
of daring and exciting activities such as caving, canoeing, climbing and 
even mastered the dizzying heights of the trapeze!  The children have loved 
looking at all the photographs posted on their class blogs, and teachers 
have been delighted to hear comments such as: 

“Aww I really want to go back to Dobroyd Castle!” Bill, Year 6. 

“Archery was astonishingly good fun and it uses lots of accuracy!” Hana, 
Year 6. 

The children have even written letters to the current Year 4’s encouraging 
them to sign up for the residential trip next year and to try everything – even 
if it is a little bit scary!  Some of the teachers faced their fears also, Miss Mc 
Loughlin agreed to try canoeing – despite being terrified of water, Miss 
Hassell went on the giant swing – even though her stomach was in knots!  
The children were so supportive of each other and the group leaders had 
wonderful things to say about our pupils.  Each child received a 
personalised certificate from their group leader recognising the leadership 
and team skills they acquired during their stay. 

Children in Need 
We will be raising money for Children in Need on Friday November 15th. 
The School Council has requested that we have a non-uniform day, for a 
donation of £1, and wear yellow, as well as wearing any other Children in 
Need merchandise. Next week we will also hopefully be selling colour 
changing Pudsey wristbands at the price of £1! 
All proceeds will go to Children in Need, please give generously! 
 

Our Book Fair is starting next week on Monday 11th November and 
will be running all week. It will be situated in the hall from -       
3.15pm – 3.45pm daily, except on Thursday (parents evening) 
when it will be open for the duration of the parents evening. We will 
also allocate time to each class for a visit in the school day. Come 

along and look at the fantastic range of books on offer whilst also supporting the school, as every 
pound spent helps the school earns rewards for more books for all of our pupils to enjoy! 
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Eco-Committee and Environmental Work 

We have received funding as one of only 6 schools across Manchester to 
fund and set up an eco-committee project. The children will lead this 
alongside Miss Cole and a representative from the 'The Green Schools 
Project' company to drive sustainability and environmental issues across 
school. Pupils learned a lot about the environment during an eco assembly 

and are eager to make a difference. Further to this, we will also be planting trees donated by the 
Woodland Trust to support our interest in environmental issues, bio diversity, and also improving 
the school grounds. Further information to follow once we have a date to share with you all.  

We have had an assembly led by the charity Living Streets who have encouraged us to make and 
promote an active lifestyle. Children have been walking to school, and earning their badges for 
contributing to actively reduce pollution levels around school. We thank families again for not 
parking outside the school gates and helping to reduce pollution levels for the children.  

A big thank you to Year 6 children for their courageous advocacy. They worked with Miss McCoy 
to hand out flyers to cars which were standing stationary outside school. We were impressed by 
their courteous behaviour and communication with the drivers as they explained why they 
shouldn’t be blocking the road or letting the engines idle as they wait. 

Children will participate in an assembly with CICD to learn about their volunteer work in Zambia. 
There will be a clothes bank based on site where we ask you to donate your old shoes, clothes 
and bedding to support this fantastic cause. We are still accepting old uniform and clothing, and 
the money raised from this will be shared between The Salvation Army and St Hilda’s playground 
and outdoor area for KS2. Please bring all clean donated items to Mrs Olayinka. 

Birthdays in School 

We are really trying to encourage reading in school and would like 
to try a new initiative. We are asking families to donate a book for 
their child to bring in to celebrate their birthday. Why not donate a 
book to school instead of bringing sweets? This would be more 
memorable for the children and would last much longer than a 
cake. You could write a lovely message in the front of the book for 
the children. As renowned author Neil Garman states “Books make 

great gifts because they have whole worlds inside of them, and it's much cheaper to buy 
somebody a book than it is to buy them the whole world!”  
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School BLOG 

It has come to our attention that the blog is being used by parents’ to discuss 
personal matters. Please can I reiterate that the blog is only to be used for staff to share the 
children’s learning, and not for private communication – please contact teachers or the office to 
arrange an appropriate time for any query you may have so that it be dealt with appropriately. 

Reading Volunteers  

Can you volunteer some time each week to help hear our wonderful readers? If you can give 
some of your time, please contact a teacher or the office to arrange some volunteering.  

 

St Hilda’s Church Friday Mornings 

Come along to St Hilda’s Church for Pre-school breakfast - 7.30-8.40am in term time at      
St Hilda’s 

Please remember to telephone school if your child is unwell so that such absences can be 
recorded as authorised.  If permission is not given for an absence or we are not informed of the 

reason for an absence, it will be recorded as unauthorised and may result in a fine being imposed. 
 

Important St Hilda’s Dates for your diary 2019 

11.11.19  Book Fair all week  
13.11.19  Parents’Evening                3.30 pm  – 6.30pm 
14.11.19  Parents’ Evening 3.30 pm – 6.00 pm 
15.11.19  Children in Need                All Day 
21.11.19  Years 3 &4 Celebration of work  2.45 – 3.15pm 
26.11.19  KS1 Music Concert            9.30 am 
10.12.19  Reception Nativity              2.30 pm 
10.12.19  School Disco                      5.00 pm - 6.00 pm KS1 & EYFs 
10.12.19  School Disco                      6.15 pm –7.30 pm KS2 
13.12.19  KS1 Nativity Years 1 & 2    2.00 pm 
16.12.19  Carols by Candlelight         6.00 pm 
18.12.19  Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day 
19.12.19  Christmas Party Day          In School Hours 
20.12.19  Church Service                    9.00 am 
20.12.19  School Closes                     2.00 pm 
06.01.20  School Re opens                 8.40 am 

 

   
   
   
   

   
   

 


