
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with 

your child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  

There are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Twinkl also have lots of maths activity ideas for you to use with this week with the story What the 

Ladybird Heard, which is our maths story focus. 

Phonics Maths and Spring/Easter 
Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to 
help your child with phonics at home.  You 
don’t need to purchase any resources to 
access the videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics is necessarily repetitive for 
the children so some of the activities you will 
do over the coming weeks, you will see again 
and again. Hopefully you and your child will 
soon become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 
3 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see all 
the games, I have referred to in the plans 
below. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w 
x y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow 
oi ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 
words.  You could also write the words onto 
card and play the game this way.  Just show 
the children the words.  How many can they 
get right?  Can they beat their score next 
time? When they know these words move 
onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 

Number fun is streaming live each day at 10am 
on You tube.  Please see the link below. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChw_M0-
qiWfT0_SkrCU1-LA 
There are some lovely activities and songs, and 
the children can meet Cheeky monkey.  We use 
some of the songs in school too. 
The link below is to one of the programmes 
about number bonds.  We have been looking at 
number bonds in class so I thought this would be 
a nice one for the children to watch. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg_dw6qyN
FI 
The children love watching NumberJacks.  If you 
type Numberjacks into a Youtube search there 
are lots of different episodes to choose from.  I 
have put 2 links below for 3d shapes and 2d 
shapes as these were the topics we were looking 
at recently. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9O5o1k_5U
Kw 
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too. 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/earl
y-years/ 
This week’s maths activities are based around 
the story 
What the Ladybird Heard and What the ladybird 
heard Next.   
Here is a link to the story being read for the 
children so they can see the pictures if you don’t 
have the book at home. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWhwAFHA
uwI 
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It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 
like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

You can follow the activities on the website, and 
I have chosen a few which I have written up 
underneath each day for you to try too. 

Monday: Reception 
Play Yes/No questions 
Write these questions down onto paper so 
you child can read them.  Writing them 
separately onto card or paper would be best.  
Ask your child to read the question, and 
support where necessary.  Encourage them to 
use their phonics to sound out the words. and 
use their tricky words knowledge.  They might 
say they can’t – but they can – lots of 
encouragement needed here!!! 
Can a bus go down a road? Will you meet a 
shark in the park? Can a taxi park in a town? 
Will a rat wait for a bus? Can you get fish and 
chips near a market? Can a bus park on a car? 
Will poison be liquid? Can a bug get off a 
cobweb? Will you put on a jacket if you visit a 
queen? 
Give your child a yes and no card. When they 
have read the question, they have to hold up 
the correct answer. 
Nursery 
What the Ladybird Heard has lots of rhyming 
words in it. Can you read it to your child (or 
any other rhyming word book-Julia Donaldson 
is particularly good for this), emphasising the 
rhyming words? Ask your child to identify the 
rhyming pairs. They might even be able able 
to guess what the word will be when you are 
reading the book. 
 

Monday: Maths 
Read the story with your child.  Talk about the 
different animals in the story.  You could play a 
game.  I am thinking of an animal.  Give your 
child clues as to what animal you might be 
thinking of and get the children to guess.  Then 
swop over. Can your child give you clues for an 
animal they are thinking of and see if you can 
guess it? 
Draw a large ladybird onto paper  
Reception 
Draw or place a number of dots on one side of 
the ladybird (you could use counters if you have 
any or make counters of your own by colouring 
and cutting out black circles). 
Can your child draw the number of dots needed 
to make 10 on the other side of the ladybird?  
Repeat with other numbers until you have all the 
pairs that make 10.  Talk with your child about 
pairs of numbers which make ten EG 6 and 4.  Do 
they still make ten if the numbers are swopped 
around?  4 and 6. 
Nursery  
Place 3 dots or counters (you can make your own 
counters by colouring and cutting out black 
circles) on one side of the ladybird. Can your 
child count and match the number of dots on the 
other side? How many dots are there 
altogether? Repeat with different numbers up to 
5. 

Tuesday: Reception 
Children read sentences about a town and 
draw pictures to go with them.  
I can run to the park. 
 I wait for a big red bus.  
The taxi took me to the shop.  
The church had a big bell.  
Cars park all along the road.  
At night the lights turn on.  

Tuesday:  – LITERACY 
Reception and Nursery 
Recap the story of What the Ladybird heard or 
talk to the children about a farm and what 
animals they might see.  Can the reception 
children make a list of all the animals they might 
see on a farm, or they can remember from the 
story? Can the nursery children tell you the 
initial sound of each animal? Some of them 
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The fish and chip shop is on the corner.  
The market is near the church. 
 A fox barks in the park. 
 
Remember you don’t need to do all the 
sentences just choose 2 or 3.  You can carry on 
if the children enjoy the game. 
 
Nursery 
Sing Old Macdonald had a Farm with your 
child. Include all the animals in the story of 
What the Ladybird Heard. Can you think of 
anymore? If you are not familiar with this 
nursery rhyme, there are lots of versions on 
YouTube. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6HzoUc
x3eo 

might be able to have a go at writing the initial 
sound too. 
Reception Have some words which would 
describe the animals written onto cards.  Can 
they match the word to the animals?   EG:  Fluffy 
– duck, Cow -big, Horse – hairy etc.   
Can they think of any words to describe the 
animals for themselves?  
Nursery can do this activity verbally. If they find 
this tricky, model describing the animals and 
then get your child to have a go. 
 
The link below is to some pictures of farm 
animals which you may find useful to use for this 
activity. 
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/sites/default/fi
les/farmanimals_0.pdf 
 

Wednesday: Reception 
Play Sentence Substitution (phonics play) 
Join me in the pool – them – park – keep – 
coach  
This is a good shop for chips – coats – year – 
coffee – bad 
 
You can use cards to play the game if you 
don’t have access to the electronic version on 
phonic play.  Write out the sentence spacing 
out the words.  Put the substitute words on 
separate cards, or you could use post it notes.  
Read the sentence with your child.  Then 
substitute in the words.  Read the sentence 
again with your child. Does the sentence still 
make sense? Can you make up silly sentences 
that don’t make sense? 
Nursery 
Fred the Farmer wants to name some of his 
animals. He wants the name to start with the 
same letter sound as the animal. He has 
already thought of Chris the Cow and Gertie 
the Goose. Can you think of names for the 
Horse, Duck and Pig? 

Wednesday: Maths 
Reception and Nursery 
Play Kim’s game with your child.  You can use toy 
farm animals which link to the story or you could 
use other soft toys which you have at home.  
Have around 5 different objects.   Have the 
children look at the objects, then hide them 
away underneath a cloth or tea towel.  Ask your 
child to close their eyes whilst you take away an 
object.  Open their eyes and remove the cloth.   
Can they tell you which object/toy has been 
taken away? When they have guessed and got it 
right ask your child, I had 5 objects and I took 
one away how many have I got left?  You could 
also ask the question the other way around, I 
have 4 objects left so how many have I taken 
away this time.   
Repeat this with different objects and you could 
also increase the number of objects you take 
away. 
Increase the number of objects you start with to 
make the game harder.   

Thursday:  Reception 
Play Buried Treasure (phonics Play) 
Buried Treasure, Dragon's Den, Picnic on 
Pluto (all these games on phonic play are the 
same principal just using different characters.  
Use any of them to play the buried treasure 
game) Or you can use words on cards, a bin 
for the nonsense words that you have at 

Thursday:  – LITERACY 
Reception 
In the story there are baddies.  Can the children 
draw a picture of the baddies and write some 
sentences about the baddies? They could write 
about what the baddies were trying to do in the 
story, they could write about what the baddies 
looked like so the police could keep a look out 
for them, or they could write a sentence about 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6HzoUcx3eo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6HzoUcx3eo
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/sites/default/files/farmanimals_0.pdf
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/sites/default/files/farmanimals_0.pdf


home and your child could have one of their 
toys which they give the real words too. 
Words: chain shook powder march harsh 
thain chook nowder farch barsh  
 
Nursery 
Have you got any instruments at home? Being 
able to distinguish different rhythms and play 
instruments in different ways is a key part of 
phase 1 phonics. If you haven’t got any 
instruments maybe you could make some. 
There are lots of ideas online. 
https://www.learningliftoff.com/make-
homemade-music-with-these-6-diy-
instruments/ 
Or just use some wooden spoons as beaters. 
Can your child listen to a rhythm you play, 
remember it and repeat it? 

what they think the baddies would be like EG.  
The baddies would be mean. 
If you haven’t read the story you might ask you 
children to draw a picture of someone they 
know, or their favourite book character, 
superhero, or film character and write a 
sentence about them. 
Nursery 
Play a game of ‘guess which animal’ using the 
sounds the animals make in the story. Make an 
animal sound and get your child to guess which 
animal you are. Then swap so that your child is 
making the animal sound and you guess which 
animal they are. Can your child tell you which 
their favourite animal is in the story and why?  

Friday: 
Can your child read the tricky words - I to no 
go into she we me be he you all are her was 
they my? 
Ask your child to put each of the tricky words 
into a sentence.  You might have to give them 
an example to get them going.   
EG:  I went to the shop 
        I like to play with her. 
        Would you like me to help? 
You could also ask you child to write the tricky 
words.  How many can they get right? Can 
they beat their score tomorrow? 
Nursery 
Play a listening game with your child. ‘I went 
to the farm and saw a…’ Instead of saying the 
animal word, sound talk it so ‘c-a-t’. Can your 
child put the sounds together and make the 
word cat? Try with the animals pig, hen, dog 
and duck. Remember ck is one sound so duck 
would sound out as d-u-ck. 
 

Friday: Maths 
Reception and Nursery 
In the story the two baddies make a map of the 
farmyard in a cunning plan to steal the cow. 
(Even though it doesn’t go well!) Have a go at 
making a map of the farm like the baddies.  Use 
the plan in the book or the front pages to make 
your own map. Talk about what is next to each 
of the buildings as you make it. Then talk about 
planning how to get the cow making turns, next 
to, over, under and beside. 
When the children have made their map you 
could ask them to draw on the animals using 
positional language.  Can you draw the cow next 
to the tree? etc. 
We would love to see your maps on the blog! 

Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very 
worthwhile activity. 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
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Expressive Arts and Design:   Can the children draw or paint animals from the story What the 
Ladybird Heard.  Talk to the children about the shapes and the features of the animals to help 
them draw or paint.  They could just paint or draw their favourite animals.  
Music:  Can you make up a song which includes lots of examples of animal sounds? Get some 
ideas by watching this performance of a song by the author Julia Donaldson and her husband 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NbyiDpY6Ww 

RE:  Please share the story of the crucifixion with the children.    There are lots of animated 
stories on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saVZDTW98NE 
Bible for Kids - In the Garden, It Is Finished!, A Happy Sunday 

Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to 
do the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
 
We miss you. 
 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 
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