
 

Below you will find a selection of work to complete while you are at home at your own pace.  Remember we are available on 

the blog to answer any questions.  Remember be creative and have fun! 

English: Writing Tasks 

We have picked a range of the tasks from the different days for you to complete, click on the link and follow the instructions. 
BEFORE VISITING THE WEBSITES – read all the instructions!  

Monday:  The Roach  
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/030120/the-
roach.html 

 
While reading the article, can you find the following 
examples of figurative language: 
1. Find one metaphor. 
2. Find two similes. 
3. Find three examples of onomatopoeia. 
Mona's mom had a saying tacked on the fridge: Don’t cry 
because it’s over; smile because it happened. Think 
about how that saying applies to an event in your life. 
Then write a paragraph about something that makes 
you smile because it happened. Hang the paragraph 
up in your room or on your fridge. 
And 
Authors use figurative language to bring their writing to 
life. Keep a list of metaphors, similes, and 
onomatopoeia you encounter in your independent 
reading over the next week. Think about how each 
example of figurative language brings the writing to life. 
 

Tuesday: Should Humans Go to Mars? 
https://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/111819/should-
humans-go-to-mars.html#1030L  

1. Read the article. 
2. Make sure you understand the words in blue, and put 

them into sentences in your book. 
3. What do you think? Should Humans Go to Mars? 

Your Choice: 
Write a persuasive essay including facts, details and quotes from 
the article to support your opinion.  Be sure to include at least 
one argument from the other side of the debate and your 
rebuttal. 
Or 
Although humans haven’t gone to Mars yet, wheeled robots-
called rovers- already have!  Imagine you are a scientist at NASA 
in charge of designing a rover to send to Mars and prepare for a 
future human mission there.  In your book, illustrate what your 
rover would look like.  Draw arrows to the rover’s different parts 
and write about what use each part would have on Mars.  As you 
draw your rover, think about what experiments you’d want it to 
conduct that could help NASA get ready to send humans to 
Mars. 

   
Wednesday: Shooting for the Stars 
https://scienceworld.scholastic.com/issues/2017-
18/100917/shooting-for-the-stars.html#1000L 

1.  Read the article. 
2.  Would you like to visit space?  Why or why 

not? 
3.Your task: 
What would you pack for the long journey to Mars?  
Astronauts are allowed to bring a Personal Preference 
Kit with them on a mission filled with 20 personal items.  
They must fit into a 5 by 8 by 2 inch bag and weigh a 
total of no more than 0.7 kg!  Make a list of the essential 
items you’d want to have with you on a long journey to 
Mars.  Consider your favourite activities, treats and 
sentimental items.  Explain why the items you chose are 
important to you.  

Thursday: Shooting for the Stars and Your Future! 
https://scienceworld.scholastic.com/issues/2017-
18/100917/shooting-for-the-stars.html#1000L 

1. Reread yesterday’s article about Taylor’s desire to visit 
space. 

2. Taylor Richardson may be young, but she’s already 
making big plans for her future.  She found her calling 
to become an astronaut after discovering her love of 
STEM (Scienc, Technology, Engineering and Math).  
People with jobs in STEM fields are in high demand 
and cover many exciting fields.   

Your Task: 
3. Choose the occupation you are most interested 

in, and write a short essay about how you would 
pursue that career. (If you have more than one 
first choice research all of them!) 

4. What goals would you set for yourself to get the 
education, training, or experience you’ll need for 
the future? 

5. Why does that specific job speak to your 

interests or  skills?  
6. Please keep hold of this task if you 

complete it,  we might use it later  in the 

year   
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Friday: Dear Diary  
https://choices.scholastic.com/issues/2019-
20/040120/dear-diary.html 
1. Read the article. 
2. Make sure you understand the words in blue. 
This article really stood out to me with everything that is 
going on in the world right not.  Sometimes it is difficult to 
understand our feelings especially when we are faced 
with such uncertainty.   This is completely okay, we all 
feel things differently, just like we learn differently, grow 
to different heights and enjoy different foods!  However, 
we must remember we have control over our feelings 
and how we choose to react to different situations and 
events.  Journaling might be a way to help you 
understand your thoughts and feelings.  Mrs. James 
journals every day before school (just for 5 minutes) and 
makes a list of 3 things that I am grateful for- starting her 
day with gratitude helps her fell positive even if she is 
having a difficult day.  Give it a go, see if it helps you! 
3.Your Choice: 
Select one of the writing prompts (copied across in blue) 
and turn it into a journal entry: A drawing, a poem, a 
collage- there is no wring way to journal, so be as 
creative as you want! 
Or 
Francesca uses journal ing to help her see 
things from someone else’s perspect ive.   Try 
this out for yourself .   Think of a time you 
disagreed wi th someone and wri te about the 
si tuat ion from that person’s point  of  view.  See 
i f  it  helps you understand what happened and 
how you would deal with a similar si tuat ion in 
the future.   
 
Spell ing Revision: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another way to practise is on BBC Bitesize:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62m
nb/articles/z9f2b82 

 
 
This week’s  
recommend  
read is Double Exposure. 
You can access it for  
free on the Oxford  
Owl website.  
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