
 

Below you will find a selection of activities to complete while you are at home.  In the Early Years 

children learn through play and self-chosen activities, so whilst these activities are a guide to help 

support your children it is equally important for you to follow your children’s interests, play with your 

child, listen and talk to them.  Have fun together!! 

A website which I use in school lots is providing daily lessons and links for you to engage with.  There 

are lots of lovely ideas and there is a suggested timetable for you each day.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/home-learning-hub 

Phonics MATHS /LITERACY/IPC 

Ruth Miskin 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-
more/parents/ 
Whilst we don’t use the Ruth Miskin 
programme in school currently.  There is lots 
of good advice about phonics, reading and 
writing on this website.  There are also videos 
daily on You tube which you can access to help 
your child with phonics at home.  You don’t 
need to purchase any resources to access the 
videos.  Please take a look. 
Learning phonics needs to be repetitive for the 
children so some of the activities you will do 
over the coming weeks will be ones you have 
tried before and hopefully you and your child 
will become experts at these. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
When you put in the password choose phase 3 
or 4 (phase 1 for nursery) and you will see all 
the games.  Please continue to choose any of 
the games which your children enjoy. 
DAILY PRACTISE 
Practise the following letters and sounds using 
the games on phonics play.   
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss j v w x 
y z qu sh ch th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi 
ear air ure  
Play Flashcards speed trial  
Play Tricky word trucks – choose phase 3 or 
phase 4 words.  You could also write the words 
onto card and play the game this way.  Just 
show the children the words.  How many can 
they get right?  Can they beat their score next 
time? When they know these words move 
onto Phase 4 words 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/member-
only/TrickyWordTrucks.html? 
It is also important that the children learn the 
letters names of the alphabet too.  I explain to 
the children that each letter has a name just 

MATHS ACTIVITIES – This week’s activities are 
based around the story  
The link below is to the story being read on You 
tube 
The activities for this week are taken from the 
website below.  There are videos on here 
explaining what you need to do if you follow the 
link below, and the stories you need are on here 
too.  
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/early
-years/ 
From this week instead of rewriting the lessons I 
have posted all of the ideas to the blog for each 
day, along with this weekly planning.  There are 
so many lovely activities and I was aware if you 
hadn’t been following the link to the website you 
might be missing out on some you would rather 
do than the ones I had chosen. 
OAK NATIONAL ACADEMLY WEBSITE 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/maths/#subjects 
MATHS  
This website is doing daily maths lessons for the 
children to watch and take part in.  They will need 
you to help with resources to take part but these 
are always things you will have around your 
house.  If you prefer you can use these lessons 
instead of the ones I have suggested or a mixture 
of both. 
ENGLISH 
The link below is to daily English lessons which 
are also very good and free to use.  Again, feel 
free to use these daily lessons if it is easier than 
the ones I have planned or a mixture of both. 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/english/#subjects 
The other part of the websites is daily lessons for 
other areas of the curriculum – foundation 
subjects. Here is the link 
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like they do.  You could use cards or write the 
letters of the alphabet down and ask the 
children to tell you the letter name and then 
it’s sound.  Ask the children to sing you the 
alphabet song.  I have put a link to one 
alphabet song on You tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC6wQQ
Ho8uU 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-
classroom/reception/foundation/#subjects 
There are lots of lovely activities and again daily 
lessons for the children to access. 
 

Monday: Reception.   
It is really important that the children keep 
practising the tricky words.  They should be 
able to read and write them before the end of 
their Reception year. 
Practise writing the tricky words  
He she we me be was you they all are my her 
I to no go the into 
Have said like so do some come little one out 
what when were  
Play Look cover write and check.  The children 
look at the words, then cover it over.  The 
children then try and write the word for 
themselves.  Check and see if they were right. 
Can the children say these words in a 
sentence?  
Can the children write a sentence with one of 
these tricky words in? 
On phonics play there are lots of games which 
help you to practise the tricky words.   
Nursery: 
Aspect 1: Environmental sounds 
Zoo sounds 
Watch the YouTube video with your child. See 
if they can identify the animal sounds they can 
hear 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JA2yR8
ZMzc 
Can your child test you by making an animal 
sound and getting you to guess what it is? 
 

Monday: IPC 
Begin by asking the children if they have ever 
moved home. What do they remember of the 
move? How did they feel knowing that things 
might be different? Did they have to say goodbye 
to friends and family members? Were they 
nervous about making new friends.  
Explain that you are going to be sharing a picture 
book about a sea creature who moves home, 
House for a Hermit Crab, by Eric Carle. You can 
view the book’s pages and listen to the story 
here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UlGQUNL
wAQ&t=14s 
What can the children tell you about the sea 
creature on the cover? What are its features? 
What does it use for a home? What do they think 
might happen in the story? 
Share the story, in which a hermit crab is forced 
to find a new home when he becomes too big for 
his shell. He goes in search of a new shell, full of 
fear and trepidation of the unknown. Thankfully, 
he finds a shell that fits just right – but it is very 
plain. So he starts to decorate it with a number 
of sea creatures who he meets along the way, 
including a sea urchin, a star fish, and a sea 
anemone. At the end of the story, he once again 
finds that he has outgrown his shell. He must say 
goodbye to all of the friends that he has made, 
but he looks forward to all of the new ones that 
he might make as he searches once again for a 
new home.  
It would be nice to relate this to moving class for 
the children.  You could talk about all the things 
they have enjoyed about nursery and reception 
but talk about some of the things they are 
looking forward to in their new class. 

Tuesday: Reception 
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phoni
cs-games-phase-4 
 This website has got lots of games which you  
can play for free which helps the children  
practise their phonic knowledge.   
There is a game on here called word pairs,  

Tuesday: Maths 
Sports Day! 
Print off the activity record from the Sports Day 
information posted on the blog or make one of 
your own.  
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which you could also do with cards at home and 
simple pictures write a selection of words  
onto a card with a picture to go with it.  
The children turn over all the cards so they are  
face down and then have to turn a card over  
one at a time and see if they can find a  
matching pictures.   
If you aren’t very good at drawing the 
children could just find pairs of the same word. 
You might like to choose some of the tricky  
words your child is finding particularly hard to  
remember and use those for the word pair 
cards instead. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 5 (Alliteration) 
Encourage your child to think of a word that 
describes each of their family members. The 
only rule is that it must start with the same 
letter sound. The sillier the better! For 
example, Slimy Simon. As a challenge, can 
your child think of more than one word? 
 
 

 
Show your child how long a minute is and explain 
that they have to count how many bunny hops 
(for example) they can do in a minute. Encourage 
them to count along with the exercises. Some of 
the exercises may be more appropriate for your 
child than others and you can always add in 
some of your own. Take it in turns with your 
child, giving them the opportunity to record on 
the sheet too. They could do this with a simple 
tally  

 or by writing the numerals. 

Wednesday: Reception 
Writing Sentences. 
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phoni
cs-games-phase-4 
There is a game on this website called 
sentence substitution.  The children have to 
read the sentence on the screen then try 
replacing other words into the sentence.  Does 
the sentence still make sense? 
You could do this on paper.  Write a sentence. 
The toast was burnt. 
Cut up the words.  Have your child arrange the 
words so they make sense.  Give them another 
word.   Can they use this word in their 
sentence?  Does their sentence still make 
sense? 
Nursery: 
Aspect 3 (Body Percussion) 
Invite your child to teach you some of the 
songs with actions that we sing in nursery. 
Some of our favourites are; Wind the Bobbin 
Up (can you do it big and small, fast and slow 
too), 5 Cheeky Monkeys Swinging Through the 
Trees, Miss Polly Had a Dolly (in my version I 
make the doctor a woman sometimes too so 
‘The doctor came with her bag and her hat 
and she knocked at the door’. 

Wednesday:Maths 
Number lines can be used to help children 
represent and understand the place each number 
has in the counting system. They can also be used 
for counting forwards and backwards and for a 
method of representing addition and subtraction.  
Start by using string or sticks to create the actual 
line, then use chalk to put on marker points. You 
decide whether to go up to 10 or 20.  

 
Then ask your child to find things in your outdoor 
space to place on the number line (you could also 
use lego or small toys in the house to do this) to 
represent the numbers. Challenge them to 
represent the numbers in different ways e.g using 
a bundle of sticks for 10. After this, practise 
counting with them forwards and backwards 
along the number line. Give your child some 
addition and subtraction problems and show 
them how they can use the number line to count 
forwards and backwards to solve them.  

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phonics-games-phase-4
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There are lots of examples on YouTube if you 
want something to look at and follow too. I 
would love to see any videos of the children 
doing the song actions! 
 

For example 6+2=? 
Put your finger on 6 and jump forwards 2 and 
what do you land on? So 6+2=8. 

Thursday: Reception 
Write down a sentence for your child EG:  The 
train went down the track.    
Ask your child to read the sentence, then you 
read the sentence to them.  Then muddle up 
the words and see if the children can put them 
back in the right order. See if they can write 
the sentence for themselves.  You might like to 
make the sentences around a story you have 
been reading. EG:  The rainbow fish swam in 
the sea. 
Nursery: 
Aspect 7 (Blending and Segmenting) 

Toy talk 
Introduce your child to a soft toy that can only 
speak in ‘sound-talk’. Ask the toy a question, 
then have the toy ‘whisper’ in your ear. For 
example: What would Charlie like for tea 
today? The toy speaks silently in your ear and 
then you say ‘ch-ee-se’ looking puzzled and 
then, say with relief ‘cheese!’ Now invite your 
child to see if they can speak like the toy: Do 
you think you could try to toy talk? Say ch-ee-
se. Ask the toy again What else would you 
like? Only use single syllable words e.g. fish, 
cake, pie, soup. Use different scenarios: What 
does the toy like to do in the playground? 
(hop, skip, jump, run, etc.). As your child 
becomes more confident, make some errors – 
blend ‘skim’ for ‘skip’, for example, and see if 
they can catch you out and give you the 
correct blend. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday: IPC 
Explain to the children that you have some very 

unhappy sea creatures. Have toys or enlarged 

images of some examples, such as a crab, 

pufferfish, jellyfish, starfish, turtle, and any other 

creatures that the children may already be 

familiar with. Present each sea creature in turn. 

Sing the following rhyme each time: 

I’m feeling very sad, 

I’m feeling very blue, 

Please tell me what I can do? 

Ask the children for ideas on how they might 
cheer up each sea creature. Prompt them to 
think about what makes this sea creature special. 
What features do they have that are special to 
them? Help the children to observe each sea 
creature closely and talk about features, such as 
tentacles, claws, fins, colours, shapes, and so on. 
You could also watch short video clips of each 
creature, where appropriate, to explore how 
they move and behave. For example, crabs 
scuttle sideways, jellyfish float and wobble, 
starfish use tube feet to ‘walk’, turtles swim with 
their flippers, pufferfish blow out their bodies, 
and so on. Compare their movements with how 
we use our own bodies. Encourage the children 
to help you by saying nice things to the sea 
creature to cheer them up. Then move onto the 
next sea creature in your collection. Again, 
repeat the rhyme and explore how the children 
might cheer each one up, always focusing on 
their features and what makes them unique. 
Provide appropriate support to help the children 
to gain confidence in sharing their ideas.  
Afterwards, you could share the storybook, Barry 
the Fish with Fingers by Sue Hendra which 
explores the theme of being special in a fun way. 
Here is a link to the story being read on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewsgwj-
wM4w 
In the story, a pufferfish is proud of showing off 
his skills, blowing bubbles to amaze all the other 
fish. That is, until Barry comes along, who is a fish 
with fingers! Now, all the fish want to watch 
Barry and all the amazing things he can do, which 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewsgwj-wM4w
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makes the pufferfish very sad. Then Barry saves 
the pufferfish from being squashed by an 
overboard crate, and they learn to combine their 
skills and become best friends. All the sea 
creatures have a party! Ask the children if fish 
really have fingers. Revisit your pictures and 
discussion of sea creatures. The story is just make 
believe, but Barry’s adventure helps to teach us 
that everyone is special in some way.  

Friday: Reception and Nursery 
Phonics play has lots of games to help your 
child with their phonic practise.  Rocket rescue 
is a favourite of the children in class. 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
 
 

Friday: Maths 
Pattern spotting is a foundation skill needed for 
solving problems in Maths. Head out into the 
garden and scavenge as many different natural 
items as you can find! These could be leaves, 
sticks, petals, weeds such as daisies & dandelions, 
bark chipping, pebbles, blades of grass, anything 
you have available! 
Simple repeating patterns 
Begin by modelling some simple repeating 
patterns in a line formation e.g. grass, stick, grass, 
stick. Give your child some time to make their 
own. After a while challenge them to include 
more different items whilst still creating a 
repeating pattern. You could also introduce 
multiples e.g. grass, stick, stick, grass, stick, stick. 
Pattern mandalas 
Transform these repeating patterns into 
mandalas. Challenge your child to make the 
pattern of each ring more complex as they 
go! 

 
 
Spotting patterns 
This activity teaches your child to look for 
patterns and connections where they may be 
much less obvious. This skill is essential to solving 
mathematical problems as they are required to 
look for patterns and connections between 
numbers. Play the link game. Choose some of the 
natural items that your child found. Lay 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


them out and model the links you can spot 
between them. For example in the image below 
the grass seeds link to the feather because they 
are both fluffy, the feather links to the cow 
parsley because they're both white and the cow 
parsley links to the sycamore leaf because they 
both have stems. 

 
You could begin this activity for 3 items and 
slowly build up towards 10! 
 

Reading- Please do some reading every day.  Sharing a favourite story together is a very worthwhile 
activity. 
I have put some new links on the blog this week for reading.  Please have a look at these websites 
as they have all the reading books we use in school.  The children can read the books online and 
then do the activities which go along with the reading. 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Scholastic 
This website has a daily non-fiction and fiction book to read with activities linked to both books, 
and also other websites with learning opportunities linked to the books for the day.   
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/home-learning-resources.html 
Oxford Owl for Home 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
Lots of websites are offering free audio books for the children to listen to.   
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

Creative: 
Crab handprints – children can make their own crab characters using their hands! Have the 

children dip their hands into paint then make two handprints, opposite from each other.  
They can then add eyes to the end of the thumb to complete their picture.  

RE:  The new topic for RE is Special times 

A special time is coming up for the children this week as it should have been their last week in their 
reception or nursery class.  This might be a good opportunity to talk with your child about all the 
things they have done this year.  A time to reflect on some of the things they couldn’t do at the 
start of the year that they can now do really well. It would also be nice to remind them of some of 
the things they have taken part in over the year the Christmas play, world book day, ising Pop etc.   
Perhaps after the discussion they might like to draw some pictures of their favourite times in school 
this year.  They might like to add some sentences to describe what they are doing in the pictures. 

Nursery children feel free to have a try of some of the reception activities and Reception children 
can also try some of the nursery activities if you would like. These will all be beneficial to the 
children’s learning and development.   
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Please remember these activities are just ideas for you to try.  You don’t have to feel pressure to do 
the activities suggested.  The most important thing is to spend time with your child playing and 
talking.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We have loved seeing all your photos and activities on the Blog.  Please keep posting these this 
week so we can keep in touch. 
Enjoy your learning and your time together at home.     
We miss you. 
Mrs Simmons and Mrs Todd 

 


