St. Hilda’s Reading Newsletter October 2020
Dear parents and carers,
Welcome to our first reading newsletter! You can find out what we are doing to promote reading across
the school, along with recommendations from your book-loving teachers and pupils! Each newsletter, we
will also have a focus, highlighting different types of literature.
If you have read an amazing book, and you want to recommend it in the newsletter, write a
recommendation with the title, author, your name and a reason why you think others should read it, to be
in with a chance of it being featured in our next one! Please pass your review onto your class teacher.

What are we reading at St. Hilda’s?
Ask your child about these stories!
Nursery – Mrs Todd
Reception – Mrs
Simmons
Year 1 – Miss Raggett
Year 2 – Miss
McIlhinney
Year 2 – Mr Fox
Year 3/4 – Miss Rogan
Year 3/4 – Miss Shaw
Year 5 – Mr James
Year 5/6 – Mrs James
Year 6 – Miss Hassall

The Invisible String by Patrice Karst
Paddington by Michael Bond
Peace At Last by Jill Murphy
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark – Jill
Tomlinson
Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl
The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy
Shepherd
The Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton
Danny the Champion of the World by Roald
Dahl
High Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson
Beetle Boy – M.G. Leonard
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Children’s top reading picks!

Lorelle Small – Year 5
Rita Beck –Year 2

Diamonds and Daggers (7+)

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (5+)

In the story, Bella’s necklace gets stolen and five kids
have to find out who, so they can give it her back!

My favourite thing about this book is that it is funny,
especially when Violet turns into a blueberry!
A poor boy finds a golden ticket in a Wonka bar that he
gets for his birthday.
I give this 5 stars because it made me laugh!

Linus Sherolli –Year 6
Boy At The Back of the Class (8+)
I think this book is good for something similar to books
I have read like Diary of a Wimpy Kid, but I thought it
was better for older readers like me in Year 6.
There was an empty chair at the back of the class but a
new kid called Ahmed sits at it and he never talks. He
doesn’t like sweets and keeps going somewhere else at
playtime. The children realise he is a refugee and Josie,
Michael and Tom plan to save his family… by telling the
Queen!
As a result, they have a really surprising adventure!

I like this book because it is funny and there are some
great characters – my favourite are Andrew (funny) and
Minnie (kind and honest). Also, this book describes lots
more than just the characters and I loved when it used
my favourite phrase “blazing summer shine”.

Olive Cookson –Year 6
Orphans of the Tide (9 +)
I have LOVED reading this book recently and my
favourite part of the story was how unpredictable it
was, and the completely unexpected twist at the end!
I could not stop turning the pages as it really gripped
me from the beginning!
Ellie, a fearless inventor living in a workshop, is the only
person to believe the boy that washed up on the shore
is innocent. Everyone else just thinks he is the enemy.
So she sets out to prove them all wrong, whatever it
takes…
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Recommendations from staff at St. Hilda’s!

Miss Hassall
recommends…

Miss Rogan
recommends…

Sportopedia by Adam
Skinner

How to Train Your Dragon
by Cressida Cowell

If like me, you LOVE
sport and love reading
non-fiction books, this
Encyclopaedia is for
you! You can discover a
range of interesting
facts about the sports
you love like football or
hockey, as well as new
ones you have never
learnt much about like
sumo wrestling!

If you like adventure stories,
this book could be for you! It
follows the hilarious story of
Hiccup the Horrendous
Haddock the Third, who is
heir to the throne of a Viking
tribe, much to the dismay of
the rest of the young Vikings
who think they would be far
better suited for the role.
Hiccup is on a mission to
prove himself, and luckily, he
has the support of his pet
dragon, Toothless.
Imaginative, crazy yet
brilliant, this book will
transport you to a whole
other world! I read this book
when I was in primary school
and I still remember it today!
If you enjoy this one, there
are a couple of sequels too!

It explains all the rules,
history and important
figures within each
sport. This book is in my
reading corner so if you
want a sneak peek, pop
up to my classroom!

Mrs Todd recommends…
The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill
Tomlinson
I think you would really enjoy reading The
Owl Who Was Afraid Of The Dark by Jill
Tomlinson because it is a lovely story about a
little owl called Plop. Normally owls love the
dark, but Plop is a bit afraid of it. I love the
illustrations and all the different characters
Plop meets who help him understand that
actually the dark is SUPER!

Mrs Olayinka recommends…
Son of the Circus by E.L.Norry
Have you ever wanted to join the circus?
Have you ever wanted to ride horses or
swing like an acrobat?
Based on real people and events, this
adventure story set in Victorian northern
England is a powerful story of the first circus
owner of colour in Britain, Pablo Fanque, and
his son Ted. An excellent novel for UKS2
children, Black History Month is the perfect
time to read about Pablo and Ted's
fascinating and adventurous lives.
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New Releases this month:
Clean Up! By Nathan Byron and Dapo Adeola
Age Range: 5+
Join lovable, passionate Rocket as she sets off on a mission to save a
Caribbean island from plastic pollution!
When Rocket goes for a holiday to visit her grandparents, she's shocked
by the pollution that is spoiling their island home and putting the local
sea life at risk. Can she think of a way to save the day?
Dog Gone by Rob Biddulph
Age Range: 4+
Every dog has his human... but on a walk in the park, the adorable
Teddy the pug, loses his! And when Teddy finds himself at the shed
of the TERRIBLE TROLL in the woods, he might find more than he
bargained for... a new friend.
Packed with dogs and delight, this hilariously funny new book is from
the man who did the famous #DrawWithRob, over lockdown.
Agent Asha: Mission Shark Bytes by Sophie Deen
Age Range: 7+
Asha Joshi has the perfect excuse not to finish her homework. She has
just been recruited to join the top-secret Children's Spy Agency. Her first
mission: SAVE THE WORLD. Can she do it? Asha's a coder so she should
be able to hack into the biggest tech company in the world, fight deadly
sharks and figure out why the Internet has stopped working. All before
bedtime. Easy, right?
Dragon Mountain by Katie and Kevin Tsang
Age Range: 9+
When 12-year-old Billy Chan finds out his parents are sending him to a summer
camp in middle-of-nowhere China, he doesn't know what to expect. There he
meets fellow campers and together they stumble upon an age -old secret: four
powerful warrior dragons. They have been trapped since an epic battle with the
Dragon of Death and need to be set free before terrible evil is unleashed. Billy and
his friends must go on a dangerous adventure that will take them to the heart of
the Dragon Realm. Can they save the dragon and human worlds from destruction?
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This Month’s Focus: Diverse Literature
With recent events, children’s exposure to a diverse range of literature has become more crucial than ever before.
We are proud of our diverse St. Hilda’s community and feel now more than ever, children need to see a variety of
different people represented in the books that they read. During October, which is Black History Month, we will start
to look at some newly purchased literature for each classroom, which displays some of these characters.
However, we realise this is not merely a theme for October, as a monthly event, once a year. We are currently in the
process with updating our class libraries and reading spines with new, high quality, diverse books of all genres. Below
are some recommendations for each age range, which include a diverse range of characters.

Click on the pictures of the books to find out more about them!

EYFS

KS1

LKS2

UKS2
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How can I still read at home?
Home reading books have now been issued to children. Once returned, school will quarantine them for 72
hours, in line with Covid-19 guidance. Each class will have a box for this to take place. However, there are
also a number of ways you can read at home via the library, or online resources, which are listed below:

Oxford Owl https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/forhome/find-a-book/library-page/ .
This is the scheme we
use in school, which
aligns with the stage your
child is currently at.
Login with an e-mail to
access hundreds of free
e-books.
Collins Big Cat: https://collins.co.uk/pages/bigcat-ebooks
KS1 books. Click on the
Teacher portal and enter
username:
parents@harpercollins.co.uk
password: Parents20!
Phonics Play https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

pFree to access. Games to
support your child’s
fluency and word reading.
Username: march20
Password: home

Manchester Libraries: free access to
new releases and some old favourites!
To get a free library card go to:
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/
200062/libraries/78/join_the_library#:~
:text=follow%20the%20'Join%20the%20
library,accessing%20reference%20mate
rials%20online%3B%20and
Chorlton Library Opening Times:
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/direct
ory_record/270320/chorlton_library
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