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Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome to our reading newsletter! You can find out what we are doing to promote reading across the 

school, along with recommendations from your book-loving teachers and pupils! Each newsletter, we will 

also have a focus at the end, highlighting different types of literature.  

If you have read an amazing book, and you want to recommend it in the newsletter, write a 

recommendation with the title, author, your name, and a reason why you think others should read it, to be 

in with a chance of it being featured in our next one! Please pass your review onto your class teacher. 
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St. Hilda’s Reading Newsletter December 2021 

Would you like to donate a book? 

At St. Hilda’s, we encourage children on their birthdays to 

donate a book to school. If you do donate any books to 

school, whether for your birthday or otherwise, we will 

insert this sticker inside them, so children are aware of the 

donors. Anybody who donates a book to school is 

contributing to lifelong reading for generations of children 

in the local community, and we cannot thank you enough. 

Please at present, pass any donations to your class teacher.  

 

Last year, some children who 

are now in Y2, donated books 

for their birthdays. They are 

well-loved in the book corner 

and can create lots of new and 

exciting conversations about 

books. 

Could you donate one for your 

birthday? 

When buying books, you may want to support local bookshops, or prefer to buy second-hand books. To 

find your local bookshops, both independent, and more popular ones like WHSmith near to where you 

live, you can search the link below & input your postcode: 

https://www.booksellers.org.uk/bookshopsearch  
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          My child is reading the same type of book – how can I get them to 

branch out?     

Often, children read a series of books they really love, and they do not know what books to turn to next or 

continue to re-read the same ones they loved SO much. It can be hard to branch out, but hopefully these 

booklists can help you read new books but continue the excitement!  

There are some more branching out Booklists here, which include Michael Morpurgo, 

Julia Donaldson, Tom Gates, and Roald Dahl Books: 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/branching-out 
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Children’s top reading picks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily – Year 6 

Katy by Jaqueline Wilson  

This book is written in the first person. It is about a girl 

called Katy who is eleven years old and her mum dies 

and her dad gets remarried. Katy must learn to get 

along with her new step-mum and stepsister. Katy is 

paralysed and put in a wheelchair after falling out of a 

tree. She turns to her family for help and support. She 

finds returning to school very hard since she was 

separated from her best friend. While she was in 

hospital, she made a new friend, and she learns to like 

her step-mum and stepsister. In the end, though she 

cannot walk any more she feels stronger than ever 

before. I enjoyed reading this book because of the 

drama and I would give it 4 and a half stars out of five. I 

would recommend this book to someone if they enjoy 

reading a diary-like book and if they like drama. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amal – Year 4 

Tom Gates: Everything’s Amazing (sort of)  

by Liz Pichon 

I chose to read this book because it is very funny.  

Sports Day, the school fair and Tom's birthday are 

all coming up. This book is filled with lots of 

annoying kids, who cheat and lie, but get their 

consequences dealt out to them in the end. 

I think the Tom Gates series gets funnier every 

time I read it, and it is full of exciting adventures on 

every page.  

 

 

 

Yasir – Year 4 

The Beast at Buckingham Palace by David 

Walliams 

This is a fun book where its 2120 and the people 

of London have never seen light in their life. A sick 

boy, who is called Prince Alfred and his dad the 

king is close to death. Meanwhile, the Queen is an 

innocent person in jail so they must defeat the 

despicable, evil Lord Protector to stop the 

ginormous beast. This will save London and mean 

they see light again! 

 

Anaiya – Year 2 

Genie and Teeny by 

 Steve Lenton 

I love this book because it is so funny – especially 

the part where Genie tries to do a magic trick but it 

goes wrong because she says something funny! 

I also really like the end part because it is nice that 

they come together like a family. 
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How do I support my child with reading at home? 

Reading at home needs to be regularly done to ensure children can enhance their fluency and 

vocabulary. If a child reads daily for 20 minutes a day, on average they will learn 1.8 million new 

words! Here are some top tips to help with reading at home: 

 

 

 

Bug Club 

Don’t forget that Bug 

Club has been set up 

for your child to read at 

home on devices, at 

their level. If they have 

forgotten to change 

their book, or you can’t 

get to the library, this is 

a fantastic resource to 

get children to read! 

Ask your class teacher 

for your username and 

password if you are 

unsure. You can access 

the books at the 

following link: 

https://www.activelear

nprimary.co.uk/login?c

=0  
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New Releases: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the Cucumber Lost His Cool by Michelle Robinson and Tom Knight 

Age Range: 4 and upwards 
 

A super-chilled cucumber hands out confidence tips to his foody friends, but 

when he starts to feel left out, he totally loses his cool. Exploring anxiety and 

jealousy, this laugh-out-loud story is a super fun way for children to think 

about emotions. 

Two Terrible Vikings by Francesca Simon 

Age Range: 6+ 
From the author of Horrid Henry, this viking duo will give him a run for his 

money! What if your parents WANTED you to behave badly? Set in the 

snowy fjords of a Viking kingdom, the terrible twins, Hack and Whack, 

are proud to be the best worst vikings. Nothing stops the marauding pair 

as they steal boats, loot a birthday party, track a troll and sail off to raid 

Bad Island with their friends Twisty Pants and Dirty Ulf. Well, almost 

nothing . . . 
 

Listified by Andrew Pettie and Andres Lozano 

Age Range: 7+ 

 
Listified is a robust, 400-page hardback compendium brimming with intriguing 

information on a range of topics - each presented in list form. This is an absolute 

treasure trove for readers who love dipping in and out of information books and 

impressing their friends and family with a host of unusual trivia. 

Divided into eight chapters on various themes – from space and nature to 

inventions and the body - the book is bursting with pocket-sized facts and 

snippets all grouped into lists.  
 
 

Lion above the Door by Onjali. Q Rauf 

Age Range: 9+ 

 
From the author who wrote The Boy at the Back of the Class, comes an 

incredible story about missing histories and the concept of a universal 

family, told with humour and heart. Leo and his best friend Sangeetha 

are the odd ones out in their school. But as Leo's dad is always telling 

him, it's because they're special. Only thing is, if they're so special, how 

come they never see anyone who looks like them in their school history 

books? And why when he does find them, is his name in them? 
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Focus genre: Graphic Novels 

We often get feedback from children that they love comics. Graphic novels are the perfect fit; books laid 

out in a comic book style, which can make it more enjoyable and accessible. It also helps children practice 

their expression when reading aloud, as much of their content is speech. Sometimes the layout of a book 

can make all the difference with a reluctant reader.  

We know many children at St. Hilda’s are fond of Horrid Henry, Diary of a Wimpy Kid and Tom Gates books. 

Reading graphic novels are the perfect way to begin branching out from these authors; they provide high-

level vocabulary you would find in lengthy chapter novels, but many children prefer less text on the page, 

and enjoy the illustrations throughout. 

Click on the books to find out more about them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Age 
5-7 

Age 
7-9 

Age 
9+ 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Narwhal-Unicorn-Sea-Jelly-book/dp/1405295309?tag=schoolreadinglist-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Timmy-Toilet-Peta-Lemon/dp/1999956664/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1G1BURN5O1MPR&dchild=1&keywords=timmy+on+the+toilet&qid=1601410375&sprefix=timmy+o%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roller-Girl-Victoria-Jamieson/dp/0141378999/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=roller+girl&qid=1601410331&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Artemis-Fowl-Graphic-Novel-New/dp/0241426251/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3Q0KI3VD4WRF9&dchild=1&keywords=artemis+fowl+graphic+novel&qid=1601410571&sprefix=artemis+fowl+graphic%2Caps%2C159&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Donut-Destroyer-Sarah-Graley/dp/1338541927/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NMDXPFVXL1WV&dchild=1&keywords=donut+the+destroyer&qid=1603379951&sprefix=donut+destroyer%2Caps%2C158&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stormbreaker-Graphic-Novel-Alex-Rider/dp/1406366323/ref=asc_df_1406366323/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310855476898&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15790679208912226693&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046639&hvtargid=pla-489758823115&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Witches-Graphic-Novel-Roald-Dahl/dp/0702304905/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3GC44OM3FWBOP&dchild=1&keywords=the+witches+graphic+novel&qid=1601409771&sprefix=the+witches+g%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wolfs-Class-Aron-Nels-Steinke/dp/133804768X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=mr+wolf+school&qid=1603379016&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Arthur-Golden-Brownstones-Mythical-Collection/dp/1911171038/ref=sr_1_1?crid=MV0GO3ZXWAPU&dchild=1&keywords=arthur+and+the+golden+rope&qid=1603380081&sprefix=arthur+and+the%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Iguana-Saves-World-Triple-Cheese/dp/1444939343/ref=pd_lpo_14_t_1/257-4130027-7960410?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1444939343&pd_rd_r=06759966-71c1-4fba-9dbf-cf5b4c8327ce&pd_rd_w=dsVxA&pd_rd_wg=KCPUF&pf_rd_p=7b8e3b03-1439-4489-abd4-4a138cf4eca6&pf_rd_r=MF1S1ESMV4G93260R9HC&psc=1&refRID=MF1S1ESMV4G93260R9HC
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1417797126/ref=bseries_primary_1_1417797126

