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We envision: `One Christian Family: learning through love, excelling through faith.’ 
1 John 4:7 tells us: "Let us love one another, for love comes from God." At St Hilda’s, 
we believe in learning by faith and love (Fide et Amore). Our vision enables and 
inspires the diverse community we serve to achieve their aspirations and goals. Our 
Christian ethos cultivates pupil growth and permeates every part of school life so that 
children grow and flourish in a caring, inclusive and supportive environment. 
 
The aim is to provide opportunities for children to develop as confident, independent 
and progressive learners who contribute as outstanding citizens in wider society. There 
is a strong focus on developing children’s moral, spiritual, social and cultural 
worldview. Care and respect within the St Hilda’s family is integral to the values of the 
school and this is reflected in high behaviour standards and positive attitudes to 
learning as well as instilling the 8 personal learning goals of being to be: 
 
Able to 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We focus on children ‘learning through love’. Each child is recognised as a unique 
individual and we celebrate the diverse community that we serve as one Christian 
family. St Hilda’s holds a range of events (Mela/African Caribbean events, Multi-
cultural Marketplace, Black History Month) to welcome and appreciate the 
community, build community spirit and facilitates successful integration in the local 
area. 
 
We aim for all learners to fulfil their potential and make good progress across the 
curriculum. The school’s focus on curriculum development has been carefully 
designed to ensure a broad and balanced coverage and pupil progression. Whilst 
pupil learning is developed through acquiring the appropriate knowledge, skills and 
understanding, we believe that memorable experiences, trips and visits gender a 
desire to learn new things and gain knowledge.  
 

Adaptable Communicator Collaborator Empathetic 

St Hilda’s C of E Primary School 
Curriculum Intent Statement  

Respectful Resilient Ethical Thinker 
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Children leave St Hilda’s with a high level of care, respect and tolerance for others 
and where they have belonged to part of a supportive Christian family that cares 
deeply for them. They leave as competent learners who make confident choices. 
Building resilience and good character means that as lifelong learners, our pupils 
become internationally aware citizens.  
 
Curriculum Implementation 
At St Hilda’s CE Primary, the curriculum is designed to build upon prior learning and 
develop pupil knowledge and character. We cultivate an environment that provides 
first-hand learning through engaged pedagogical tools and engagement styles that 
value participation. Pupils use cooperative learning strategies at St Hilda’s to develop 
their communication and listening skills. The aim at St Hilda’s is to develop children 
holistically by recognising and developing each child’s skills and interests.  
 
The International Curriculum Overview:  Intent, Implementation and Impact 
The curriculum we have chosen is the International Early Years curriculum (IEYC) and 
the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) these are curriculum models based on 
thematic units that cover Nursery to Y6.   
 
The Vision and Philosophy of the International curriculum 
The vision of the International Curriculum is to inspire learners to be active and 
reflective thinkers who lead their own learning now and, in the future, and in doing so 
prepare our children to face the many and diverse challenges of their generation.  
 
Aim:  The International Curriculum aims to improve learning in schools by supporting 
teachers and leaders through the provision of internationally researched curriculum 
and engaging units of learning. 
 
Philosophy: Central to the International Curriculum is the belief in, and commitment 
to, the holistic development of learners through enjoyable academic, personal and 
international learning that prepares them for opportunities and challenges now and 
in the future. 
 
At St Hilda’s C of E Primary School, the aim and philosophy of the International Primary 
fits with our own school vision `One Christian Family: learning through love, excelling 
through faith.’ Our vision enables and inspires the diverse community we serve to 
achieve their aspirations and goals. 
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Seven foundations of the IPC 
 
The IPC is designed and driven by underpinning foundations that ensure the 
curriculum remains learning focused and puts the goal of improving learning at the 
centre of what we do.  The following seven underpinning foundations from the 
structure of the IPC. 
 

 Foundation 1: Learner-focused personal, international, and subject learning 
goals 

 Foundation 2:   A progressive pedagogy 
 Foundation 3:   A process to facilitate learning for all 
 Foundation 4:  Globally competent learners 
 Foundation 5:  Knowledge, skills, and understanding are taught, learned and 

assessed differently 
 Foundation 6:  Connected learning 
 Foundation 7:  Assessment for improving learning 

 
Each of the seven foundations for learning are exemplified below.  Further detailed 
information can be found in the IPC Curriculum guide 2020 to 2026. 
 
Foundation 1: Learner -focused personal, international, and subject learning goals. 
 

Learning should be at the core of what every good school 
does, and the overarching questions that IPC asks is ‘how this improves learning?’ The 
subject learning goals cover the knowledge, skills and understanding that children 
should learn across a range of subjects.  The eight personal learning goals are integral 
to the IPC.  The aim of the personal learning goals is to develop character and 
attitudes rather than knowledge, skills, and understanding.  The development of an 
inquisitive mind and a sense of curiosity about the world and it’s people is essential for 
international learning.  The international learning goals help learners begin the move 
towards increasing their knowledge and understanding of national, international, 
global and intercultural perspectives on the world around them whilst developing the 
capacity to take action and make a difference. 
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Foundation 2:  A progressive pedagogy 
A key part of the IPC focuses on brain-based learning.  The IPC recognises that we 
have two types of memory: the working memory and the long-term memory.  The IPC 
units of learning work on the theory of children being able to extract prior learning and 
apply this to new learning as they complete the units of work across the year groups.  
The international curriculum has been designed to promote the use of a constructive 
pedagogy in classrooms whereby learners connect new knowledge to prior 
knowledge and are actively engaged in constructing their own understanding.  The 
Knowledge Harvest enables children the opportunity to share what they already know 
about the upcoming learning so that it can be tailored accordingly to the needs.  It 
also supports the strengthening or neuronal connections by helping learners to make 
links between new and existing learning. 
 
Foundation 3:  A process to facilitate learning for all 
 

All IPC units follow the process to facilitate 
learning with the learner at the centre, which is structured to make sure that children’s 
learning experiences are stimulating and therefore effective.  The key parts of the 
process include the  Entry Point, Knowledge Harvest, Explaining the Theme, Research, 
Record, Reflect and the Exit Point, all underpinned by assessment for improving 
learning.  The process to facilitate learning is repeated many times through an 
academic year, providing familiarity and routine to children’s learning journeys. 
 
Foundation 4:  Globally competent learners 
In order for children who learn through the International Curriculum to become 
engaged globally, competent citizens, it is crucial for them to develop not only a 
strong interest in their own and other cultures and a deep understanding of multiple 
Perspectives, but also a keen desire to help shape local and global communities 
through actions that impact positively on society.  Being globally aware starts in our 
own school community before expanding to the local area and then further afield to 
the UK and more globally.  All units within the International Curriculum cover an 
international dimension to allow the children to reflect, and deepen their 
understanding of the world in which they live. 
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Foundation 5:  Knowledge, skills and understanding are taught, learned and assessed 
differently 
Across the international curriculum, knowledge skills and understanding are all 
considered valuable.  All of the knowledge learning goals start with ‘to know’, all of 
the skills learning goals start with ‘to be able to’ and all of the understanding learning 
goals start ‘understand’.  Icons for knowledge, skills and understanding are shared 
with children with children along with the definitions for each. 
Knowledge 

 
Definition: We think of knowledge as ‘knowing that’ 
Goals: All knowledge goals start with ‘know’. 
Characteristics of knowledge: Knowledge can be new or 
consolidated. Knowledge is continually expanding and 
can change as new discoveries are made. 
 
 

Skills 
Definition: We think of skills as ‘being able to do something’ 
Goals: All Skills goals start with ‘Be able to’. 
Characteristics of skills: Skills are learnt in a practical way, 
they can be new or consolidated. We define 
developmental stages of acquiring skills as ‘Beginning, 
Developing, Mastering and Innovating’. 
 

Understanding 
Definition: We think of understanding as making meaning 
Goals: Understand goals start with ‘Understand’. 
Characteristics of understanding: Understanding is personal 
and connections have to be made actively by the learner 
in order to make meaning. Multiple opportunities should be 
offered for learners to develop and demonstrate their 
understanding. Understanding includes components of      

knowledge, skills and experience. 
 
Foundation 6:  Connected learning 
The International Curriculum promotes connected learning in a variety of ways.  
Learning is interdependent through connecting ideas to subjects and 
between subjects and prior learning to current learning so that the 
connections in the brain are reinforced.  In the IPC subjects are built 
independently and interdependently into different thematic units of learning 
so that learners can engage in dialogue from different viewpoints.  This enables 
children to see the wider context of their learning and to make connections 
both through and across different subjects. 
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Foundation 7:  Assessment for improving learning 
Whilst teachers are expected to plan for assessment opportunities, the reality is that 
learner performance, interactions and questions provide a constant stream of 
important information that the teacher should be using on an ongoing basis to inform 
future planning.  Assessment for improving learning involves teachers and learners 
becoming partners in learning, helping teachers to further develop the knowledge, 
skills and understanding of their learners.  Knowledge is assessed in a range of ways.  
This might include the Knowledge harvest, quizzes, question, and answer sessions. A 
progression of skills are assessed throughout the children’s time in school, using key 
identified learning goals.   Skills are assessed through rubrics. 
 
 
Visits and Visitors 
 Through our curriculum we recognise that enriched learning involves a wide range of 
educational environments. For example, EYFS visit Stockley Farm and Imagine That! in 
Liverpool, which provides real-world experience and insights. Key Stage 1 visit the 
theatre, museums and Chester Zoo, Key Stage 2 visit Chester to re-enact life of the 
Romans and Upper Key Stage 2 visit the Lake District for a residential to develop 
outdoor skills, leadership and teamwork.  
Children also receive regular visits to school for special assemblies, collective worships 
and enhancement of the curriculum. These include people from charities, a range of 
religious communities and people from different professions to give children an 
understanding and awareness of other attitudes, beliefs and values in the community.  
 
Teaching  
Staff are committed to delivering high quality learning events that engage learners in 
a supportive environment. Staff ensure they know each child individually by building 
strong relationships and planning to secure children’s development and achievement 
and to achieve their best. The curriculum is carefully planned to meet the idiosyncratic 
needs of individual learners in order to provide challenge and give support where 
needed. At St Hilda’s, staff use assessment for learning to inform planning so that all 
children’s needs are met. A range of teaching methods (kinaesthetic, visual, audio 
and reading and writing) are incorporated throughout the curriculum. This enables 
pupils to learn in a variety of ways and confidently develop transferable skills. Subject 
leaders oversee, develop, monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of their subject 
across the school where impact and outcomes for children are always central. 
Support staff are well-trained, help learners and enhance the quality of education. 
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PE, Music, MFL and Art 
To promote physical health, well-being and personal development, a range of extra-
curricular clubs gives learners an opportunity to access a variety of sports clubs after 
school hours and in inter-school tournaments. Specialist sports coaches deliver PE 
sessions in school. Teachers provide a wide range of clubs (IT, reading, music, coding, 
ballet, yoga, language etc) to develop other interests.  
St Hilda’s follows the French Rigolo scheme to cover the Key Stage 2 language 
curriculum. 
St Hilda’s offers musical development through learning two instruments with Trafford 
Music Service, the opportunity to learn steel-pans, perform with the school choir and 
participate in musical opportunities with Trafford Extravaganza, Halle Orchestra – 
Adopt a Player, I Sing Pop and African drumming or Indian dance and music to 
support our multi-cultural appreciation events. We follow the Charanga music 
scheme to learn about a range of musical styles and cover the national curriculum 
for music. Our PHSE scheme (Jigsaw) provides children with opportunities to discuss 
personal health, wellbeing, safety and relationships (including on-line and anti-
bullying) from a Christian perspective and through the School Council. Pupils plan 
worship and contribute to collective worship through a Collective Worship Group and 
writing prayers to be shared with the school.  
We believe in building and maintaining good relationships with families by engaging 
and supporting them in their child’s learning. There is an onus on providing 
opportunities to share and communicate progress and achievement across the 
curriculum. Parents participate in their children’s learning through attending 
showcases of work, workshops to support home learning, blogs, receiving regular 
communication about their child’s curriculum / progress and participation with school 
projects such as the stained-glass windows and A Night at the Museum art showcase 
linked to children working with professional artists and contributing to creating St 
Hilda’s Bible Timeline. 
 
 RE  
Using the Understanding Christianity and Jigsaw syllabus, children are taught 
knowledge and understanding around a range of religious and worldwide views so 
that they can: research; appreciate differences in beliefs; evaluate other peoples’ 
perspectives and understand the meaning and values within and between different 
communities alongside Christian values. 
We also offer a worship group, where pupils can plan and deliver worship across 
school and community events such as reading prayers and passages at church and 
for war memorials. Pupils can also attend a spirituality group, which allows them to 
discuss God, ask those big questions and explore their understanding of their own 
faith. 
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Diversity 
 
Planned into the IPC curriculum at various points throughout the school year are 
diversity lessons where the children learn about a variety of different people from past 
and present society, and their achievements.  This reflects the diverse society in which 
we live and also ensures the children are introduced to positive role models, in their 
curriculum, which reflect their own heritage. 
 
Gardening 
 
Gardening opportunities are also planned into link with the IPC curriculum across the 
school year.  The children are able to plant and grow a variety of plants and 
vegetables which are then used in lessons to teach about topics such as growing, life 
cycles, sustainable living, and healthy lifestyles.  


